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Blackburn & Darwen 
United Against Racism 
PO Box 632, Blackburn 
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Bolton Against Racism 
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Burnley Against Fascism 
=O ={0) ac tols fem ={6 1081 (2\'2 
BB1i 2WA 


Bury Against Racism/ 
United Against Fascism 
karen.evans@virgin.net 
Tel: 07974 400183 


Hyndburn Against Racism 
Hyndburn-against-racism@fsmail.net 


Merseyside Coalition 
Against Racism and Fascism 
c/o TGWU, 143 Sefton Street 
Liverpool L8 5SN 


Oldham United Against Racism 
c/o Oldham Law Centre, 

Archway House, Bridge Street, 
Oldham OL1 i1ED 


Pendle UAF 
PO Box 2027 
Colne, Lancs BB8 OXA 


Ribble Valley Against Racism 
PO Box 95, Whalley, 

Clitheroe BB7 9SWW 
www.rvar.org.uk 


Rochdale United Against Fascism 


Wigan & Leigh United 
Against Racism 

7 Alder Avenue, Worsley Hall 
Wigan WN5 9PY 
chitchen@fsi.li.man.ac.uk 


Bradford Anti-Fascist Committee 
Bradford TUC-AFC 

c/o 17-21 Chapel St, 

Bradford BD1 5DT 
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Calderdale Communities Against 
Racism and Calderdale Unity 

c/o GMB Clifton House, Clifton Road, 
Brighouse, HD6 1SL 
calderdaleunity@yahoo.co.uk 


Kirklees Unity 


PO Box 310, 
Huddersfield HD1 3YU 









Leeds Unity 

c/o Leeds NUT, West Park Centre, 
Spen Lane, Leeds, LS16 5BG 
leedsunity@hushmail.com 


Sheffield Campaign Against 
Racism and Fascism 

c/o Sheffield TUC, 

Trades & Labour Club, Talbot Street, 
Sheffield S2 2TG 


Wakefield & Five Towns United 
Against Racism 
PO Box 462, Wakefield WF2 7WW 


York Unity 
yorkunity@hotmail.com 


Broxbourne Against Racism 
PO Box 13679, London Ni 1AA 
contact@broxar.org.uk 


South East Essex Coalition 
Against Racism 

c/o Searchlight Magazine 
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Communities Against Racism in 
Derbyshire (CARD) 

c/o Derbyshire Unempioyed 
Workers Centre, 54 Saltergate, 
Chesterfield S40 1JR 


Dudley Unite Against Fascism 
PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
dudiey@blackcountryunity.net 


Sandwell UAF 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
sandwell@blackcountryunity.net 


Wolverhampton, Bilston 
& District TUC 

PO Box 2917, 
Wolverhampton WV2 2YA 
wolves.tuc@unisonfree.net 


Walsall UAF 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
i (=) ban OW vt Bo} 350100) 
walsall@blackcountryunity.net 


Northamptonshire 

Unite Against Racism 

c/o NREC, Victoria Centre, Palk Road, 
Wellingborough NN8 1HT 
info@northamptonshirerec.org.uk 
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North Staffordshire Campaign 
Against Racism & Fascism 

PO Box 1960, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1WF 
NorSCARF@bursiem.demon.co.uk 


Dagenham Together 

The Labour Hall, Tenterden Road 
Dagenham RM8 1QA 

Tel: 07759 660230 


Enfield UAF 
07812 179856 enfielduaf@coolift.com 
www.enfielduniteagainstfascism.co.uk 


Redbridge Together 
PO Box 1576, Ilford 1G5 ONG 
07759 660 230 


Cer) Criteree| the Nazis 

6 Ellison Street, Gateshead NE8 1AY 
Tel: 0191-477-6638 
unison@unisonfree.net 


Sunderland Coalition 

Against Racism and Fascism 

c/o Unison City of Sunderland Branch 
Grange Lodge, Grange Crescent 
Sunderland SR2 7BN 
team@unison-sc.ace.co.uk 


Tees Valley Unites Against Racism 
c/o GMB, Cleveland House, 

7 Woodlands Road 

Middlesbrough TS1 3BH 


Tyne & Wear Anti-Fascist 
Association 

c/o Unison, Room 145, Civic Centre 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8QH 
0191 272 1211 
twafa@twafa.org.uk 


Saltdean for Tolerance and Respect 
PO Box 164, Brighton BN1 7WB 


Wales Friends of Searchlight 
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182 Habershon Street 

Splott, Cardiff CF24 2LE 
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Editorial 


Campaigning has been in full swing since the general 
election date was officially confirmed as 5 May. 
The Conservatives were quick to make immigration a 
key issue, linking it to the question of security, in other 
words, terrorism. While immigration should not be a 
taboo subject, it serves no real purpose as an opening to 
an election campaign other than creating fear. Perhaps 
that is the Conservatives’ aim, but the scaremongering 
only gives succour to most racists and elevates the issue 
beyond all importance. 

However, there is one group of racists who have long 
held a grudge against the Conservatives and are none 
too happy about someone else playing with their ball. 
The British National Party has gleefully reported every 
Conservative misfortune over the recent past, hoping 
that in the long term it can replace the traditional 
rightwing party. Now it believe that the Conservatives 
are stealing its clothes, as happened in the 1979 general 
election, when Margaret Thatcher made her infamous 
“swamping” speech. In that election, the National Front 
vote collapsed and the fascists then spent more than a 
decade in the political wilderness. 

In reality though, the Conservatives are unlikely to win 
this election and therefore will not cut that much 
ground from under the BNP. The BNP is also concerned 
by Robert Kilroy-Silk’s populist Veritas party and is 
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particularly keen to see that its leader is not elected. 

The BNP has faced internal difficulties too. 
Last month it was frantically appealing for funds for 
election deposits and has also found it more difficult to 
mobilise activists than it had hoped. Many are 
demoralised by the fact that the organisation did 
nowhere near as well as it expected in last year’s local 
elections. The general BNP despondency is the direct 
result of anti-fascist campaigning in many localities over 
the past year on a scale that the BNP had never seen 
before, or really expected to. 

The days of electioneering unopposed are over for the 
BNP and they know it. Broad-based anti-fascist 
campaigning in local communities, often spearheaded 
by the trades unions, is really beginning to take the sting 
out of the BNP’s tail. 

This year marks the 24th anniversary of the death 
of Maurice Ludmer, one of Searchlight’s first editors 
and president of Birmingham trades council. Maurice 
believed passionately that the unions had a crucial role 
to play in defeating racism and fascism at a time when 
unions had a less than exemplary record on the issue. 
In the edition of Searchlight marking his death in 1981 
we wrote that “Searchlight will continue to carry on his 
work as Maurice Ludmer intended”. We have kept our 
promise and will continue to do so. 
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Election Analysis 


The BNP is fielding a record number of candidates in the general election. 


Nick Lowles assesses their prospects. 


"he British National Party could affect the 
outcome of the general election. In what is 
likely to be a close contest, the BNP is not going 
to win any MPs but could take enough votes 

im from Labour to allow some Conservatives to 
win. In a handful of high-profile marginal seats it could 
capture enough Conservative votes to allow some 
Liberal Democrat gains. 

The BNP is standing in almost 120 constituencies, just 
short of a fifth of the total number of seats. This is a huge 
increase from the 33 candidates it fielded in 2001 and 
entitles the party to a party political broadcast and a free 
mail shot to about seven million voters. 

The BNP is playing down its own chances. 
The leadership has repeatedly stressed that it has no 
chance of gaining any MPs but does believe that a 
handful of second places are possible. Earlier this year 
the BNP predicted a possible victory in the Stoke-on- 
Trent mayoral contest being held on the same day, but 
even this is now being played down. 

Its low-key predictions are partly a recognition of 
political reality but also a consequence of its over- 
optimism last year. The BNP vote is likely to be squeezed 
in tightly fought contests. Some voters who switched to 
the BNP in local and European elections will return to 
the main parties in this first-past-the-post contest. 

Last year the BNP went into the election campaign 
confidently predicting as many as five MEPs and 60 new 
councillors. It finished without a single MEP and only 
four new councillors. This led to demoralisation within 
the party, especially in many of its strongest areas where 
it underperformed, such as the Black Country, Oldham 
and Halifax. 

At arecent BNP organisers’ event party chiefs outlined 
their strategy of prioritising just a few key seats. The top 
four are Barking (for London, Eastern and South East 
regions), Dudley North (for the Midlands), Burnley (for 
the North West) and Kirklees (for Yorkshire). 

In addition, the party is prioritising Keighley, where 
party leader Nick Griffin is standing, and Stoke-on- 
Trent, where the mayoral contest is being held. 

Stoke-on-Trent was initially the party’s national 
priority but failure to win the East Valley ward by- 
election in early March despite a huge national effort 
has reduced its expectations there. 

Every branch has been instructed to commit 
activists and time to the target seat within their region. 
Even election candidates in other constituencies are 
required to prioritise the target seat, though this has led 
to controversy and opposition in some areas. 

The BNP hopes to conduct extensive canvassing in its 
target wards and personalised election addresses are 
being produced. In other constituencies, BNP branches 
have been told to prioritise canvassing in just one ward 
and their election material will be of a lower quality. 

By standing in just 120 constituencies the BNP 
wants to maximise its average vote. Several branches in 
the South West of England and the East Midlands 
wanted to put up more candidates but failed to meet the 
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criteria set out by Tony Lecomber at the turn of the year. 
One requirement was a BNP vote of at least 8% in the 
European elections, which the party believes would 
translate to a minimum of 5% in the general election, 
enough to save their deposits. 

However the BNP also has the 2006 local elections in 
mind. Much of the work being conducted in the general 
election is directed at softening up its target wards for 
next year. 


BNP success? 

So how will the BNP do? The BNP should get a strong 
vote in its key target areas. As mentioned previously in 
Searchlight, many voters who might have switched to 
the BNP as a protest vote have now firmed up their 
support and can be considered BNP voters. 

The BNP might well take home several results of over 
20%, especially in areas where voters perceive the 
outcome is a forgone conclusion and wish to register a 
protest. This could be the case in several traditional 
Labour seats where the Conservatives and Liberal 
Democrats are nowhere to be seen. 

In other places the BNP vote will be squeezed by the 
main parties. This is likely to be the case in several key 
marginals that the Conservatives need to win if they are 
to have any hope of winning the election. This might 
include some areas where the BNP has been strong at 
local council level. 

Havering, in East London, produced a 9.6% BNP vote 
in the European election, but with Hornchurch, 
Romford and Upminster all marginal seats, the BNP is 
unlikely to achieve anything like this percentage this 
time round. 

The BNP’s result will be influenced by other parties as 
much as by its own campaigning. The Conservative 
Party’s emphasis on immigration during the campaign 
could cause some voters to switch back from the BNP. 
Early anecdotal evidence from Halifax, where the Tory 
candidate is running a very rightwing campaign, seems 
to indicate this. Again, this effect will probably be more 
pronounced in seats that the Tories need to capture. 

The UK Independence Party, by comparison, will be 
less of a threat this time round. The strength of the 
anti-EU party was a major factor in preventing 
the BNP from winning MEPs and representatives 
on the London Assembly. But the very fact that the 
UKIP is a single-issue party, despite protestations to 
the contrary from its leaders, should cause its vote 
to diminish massively. 

However, it is towards Veritas that BNP eyes will be 
directed. When Robert Kilroy-Silk announced his 
decision to form the party, Griffin admitted that in the 
short term the BNP would lose support to it. But so far in 
the campaign Kilroy-Silk has not achieved anything like 
the media coverage he attracted during last year’s 
European election campaign and his party’s vote is likely 
to be squeezed by the Tories. 

Veritas’s fortunes will change dramatically if 
Kilroy-Silk is elected in Erewash, in the East Midlands. 








That would propel the party into the national limelight 
and in one stroke it would eclipse the BNP as Britain's 
main nationalist party. 

To prevent him winning, the BNP is running a 
ferocious campaign in Erewash, which has included 
turning up at his campaign events and blocking his 
involvement in a local St George’s Day parade. 


Tory targets 

The BNP has long argued that the Conservative Party 
remains a block in its long-term prospects and so it 
believes that a further Tory election defeat will lead to 
increased infighting, demoralisation and a drift by the 
Tory party towards the political centre. This, the BNP 
argues, would create the necessary vacuum for the 
BNP to exploit. 

To aid this process, the BNP announced its intention 
to contest several marginal seats held by prominent 
Conservatives in the hope of seeing them lose to the 
Liberal Democrats. While the BNP has scaled down its 
plans, it is still standing against the Shadow Home 
Secretary David Davis in Haltemprice & Howden and 
against Teresa May in Maidenhead. Both seats are key 
Liberal Democrat targets and a good BNP vote could 
affect the outcome. 

The BNP considered standing against Michael Howard, 
the Tory leader, but Kent is a weak area for the BNP and 
the leadership knew it would come some way behind 
Rodney Hylton-Potts, winner of ITV’s Vote for me 
programme, who is standing in Howard's Folkestone seat. 


Labour heartlands 
Perhaps the most interesting outcome will be the 
strength of BNP support in Labour heartlands, 
especially in those seats where there is little mainstream 
political opposition. 

While the BNP likes to portray itself as the party for all 
British people, it is clear that for the past 18 months it 
has begun to prioritise traditional Labour heartlands. 
The pages of the party newspaper are almost totally 
devoted to stories of the decline in traditional heavy 
industry in these areas. 

In Birmingham, the BNP quickly switched its 
campaigning from the Erdington constituency to 
Northfield, which covers the Longbridge Rover plant. 

How it will do in constituencies like these will provide 
a clue to the BNP’s long-term prospects. For some time 
Searchlight has argued that some _ traditional 
Conservative voters have switched to the BNP as a 
means to oust Labour locally. However, in a national 
election they return to their political home. By contrast, 
voters in traditional Labour areas, most of whom have 
stopped voting in recent elections or, in the case of 
young people, have never voted, form the backbone 
of the “hard” BNP support. 

If this pattern continues in the general election it will 
reinforce Searchlight’s view that the labour movement 
must begin to take on the BNP politically, rather than 
just demonise it. This is not an easy task, and involves 
going into the new BNP heartlands and winning hearts 
and minds. 

Whatever the results, the BNP will claim a victory. 
However, it may not be until 2006 that we will really see 
how well the BNP have done. 


@ The BNP is also putting up candidates in several 
county council elections, which are also taking place on 
5 May. Details of these will be posted on the Stop the 
BNP website. 
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Nick Griffin, 
BNP leader, 
ponders how 
many second 
places he 
can pull out 
of his sleeve 
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KEY CONSTITUENCIES 





The British National Party is prioritising only six constituencies in its general election 
campaign. Nick Lowles looks at its chances in these areas. 





Nick Griffin 





Len Starr 





Mark Leat 


Keighley 


BNP candidate Nick Griffin 





Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, hopes to exploit racial 
tensions in Keighley. He is campaigning hard on the 
issues of “grooming” and Islamic fundamentalism and 
his presence is certainly likely to make “race” the 
dominant issue of this campaign. 

Defending the seat is Ann Cryer, who has courted 
controversy by being an outspoken critic of certain 
practices within the local Muslim community, such 
as forced marriages. However, this very fact means 
she can point to specific achievements for obtaining 
changes to the law over grooming (grooming is now a 
specific offence and hearsay evidence is now accepted), 
while Griffin simply uses the issue to further his wider 
racist agenda. 

Keighley is a seat that the Conservatives must win if 
they are to have any hope of forming a government but 
it is hard to see how they will get much of a look in once 
the media circus that will follow Griffin fully arrives in 
town. Already the press is billing it as a straight contest 
between Cryer and Griffin. 

The BNP does not think it can win but will be looking 
for a vote of over 20%. While it will poll well in Keighley 
itself, it is questionable how well the BNP message 
will go down in more affluent Haworth, Ilkley and 
Addingham. 


2001 general election 
Labour 20,888 (48.2%) 
Conservative 16,883 (39.0%) 
Lib Dem 4,722 (10.9%) 


UKIP 840 (1.9%) 





BNP candidate Mark Leat 


The Stoke-on-Trent mayoral election is the BNP’s 
national priority and of the city’s three constituencies it 
is expecting to poll best here. Stoke South includes 
Longton North, the ward that elected two of the three 
local BNP councillors, one of whom is the candidate, 
Mark Leat. 

In last year’s local elections the BNP contested four of 
the five wards that make up the constituency and 
averaged 28% of the vote. 

If the party can retain even half of this in the general 
election then it could take second place at the expense 
of the Tories. Its chances will be boosted by the 
retirement of the constituency’s long-serving MP 
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George Stevenson and the fact that the new Labour 
candidate comes from outside the area. 

However, the BNP’s failure to win the recent East Valley 
council by-election despite a huge national effort may 
indicate that the party has peaked in Stoke-on-Trent. 


2001 general election 
ie) Labour 19,366 (53.8%) 
Conservative 8,877 (24.6%) 
ve Lib Dem 4,724 (13.1%) 
Independent 1,703 (4.7%) 
BNP 1,358 (3.8%) 


BNP candidate Len Starr 


In May 2003 Nick Griffin confidently predicted that 
the BNP would control Burnley within three years. 
His remarks came after his party won seven council 
seats and took over 30% of the popular vote, making it 
the second largest party on the council. With the BNP’s 
9,000 votes and an educated assumption that as few as 
11,000 would win the parliamentary seat this time 
round, Burnley appeared a real prospect for the party. 

However, a lot has happened since then and now the 
BNP is fighting for its political survival. 

Defections, resignations and convictions have 
decimated the local BNP. Earlier this year a BNP 
councillor pleaded guilty to assaulting his wife and a 
police officer. Morale is low and a recent meeting 
addressed by Griffin attracted only 30 local members. 

The party’s task has become even harder with the 
decision of Harry Brooks, the former leader of the 
Independent councillors’ group, to stand in the election. 
He will certainly take votes away from the BNP, 
especially among older voters. Brooks is running a 
rightwing campaign and his anti-party message is 
exactly what has profited the BNP in recent years. 

The BNP needs at least to match the 11% it polled in 
2001 to retain any sort of momentum. Waiting in the 
wings for the party to slip up is Steve Smith, once the 
local BNP organiser, who has now left the party and 
plans to field candidates against the BNP next year. 





2001 general election 







Lib Dem 5,975 (16.2%) 


_ BNP 4,151 (11.3%) 





Barking 


BNP candidate Richard Barnbrook 





The BNP’s top target in London is Barking, the 
constituency in which it gained a council by-election 
victory last September, taking a traditionally strong 
Labour ward with 52% of the vote. 

The BNP is working Barking hard in preparation for the 
council elections in 2006, in which all seats are up for 
election. Its prospects will be helped by the fact that the 
existing MP Margaret Hodge, is widely disliked locally. 
She has not helped herself by only running a limited 
campaign in the very wards where the BNP is strong. 

The local Conservative Party appears to have 
collapsed in the wake of the BNP’s rise and this 
will probably allow the fascists to take second place. 
While their prospects will be hampered by the poor 
record of their single councillor, and by the candidate 
Richard Barnbrook being from outside the area and 
making repeated gaffes, an ineffective Labour campaign 
is unlikely to be able to exploit this. 

The BNP is using this campaign to identify 
potential candidates for next year’s local elections. 
With the party’s elections guru Eddy Butler overseeing 
the campaign it promises to be one of its most 
effective and intensive anywhere in the country. 


2001 general election 
Labour 15,302 (60.9%) 
Conservative 5,768 (23.0%) 
Lib Dem 2,450 (9.8%) 
BNP 1,606 (6.4%) 


BNP candidate David Exley 


The BNP has long had a base in Dewsbury, its number 
one target in Yorkshire. In the European election the 
BNP polled 12.6% across the borough and considerably 
higher in Dewsbury itself. 

With Nick Griffin, the party leader, standing a few miles 
away in Keighley, the decision to prioritise Dewsbury 
instead highlights the potential the BNP believes it has 
there. The BNP is even hoping to beat the Conservative 
candidate into third second place, which will give the party 
a big boost for future local election success. Early polling 
indicates that the fascists are picking up substantial votes 
in normally Conservative areas. This could have a more 
immediate impact in Mirfield, where there will soon be two 
vacancies on the Town Council. 

The BNP candidate, David Exley, is a councillor for 
Heckmondwike and his high profile and apparent 
respectability should ensure the BNP a good vote. 

The party will hope to exploit the fact that the 
Labour and Conservative candidates are British 
Muslims, although Exley is careful to avoid referring to 


racial differences by simply stressing that he is the only 
local candidate. 

The BNP should still end up some way behind Labour 
but with Muslims making up one in six of the electorate, 
a likely sizeable switch to the Liberal Democrats will 
make it a much closer election than last time. 

2001 general election 
Labour 18,524 (50.5%) 
Conservative 11,075 (30.2%) 
Lib Dem 4,382 (12.0%) 
BNP 1,632 (4.5%) 
Green 560 (1.5%) 


UKIP 478 (1.3%) 


Dudley North 





BNP candidate Simon Darby 


The BNP decided to make Dudley North its West 
Midlands priority after its failure to win a recent council 
by-election in Stoke-on-Trent made victory in the city’s 
mayoral election a remoter prospect. The party has a 
long established base of support in the constituency, 
where it achieved its highest West Midlands vote in the 
2001 general election. In last June's European election 
the BNP polled 12.3% across Dudley, with a 
considerably higher percentage in Dudley North. 

The BNP candidate is Simon Darby, the party’s West 
Midlands organiser. He was a local councillor in the 
constituency until last year and was its candidate in the 
last general election. 

Darby is planning to campaign heavily against 
proposals to build a local mosque, as well as on 
Asian gang crime, and will link both issues to Islamic 
fundamentalism. 

However, his chances of getting a double-figure vote 
will be hampered by a Tory revival in Dudley in the past 
few years. This is a constituency the Tories need to win if 
they are to achieve an overall majority. While a Tory 
victory is unlikely, the BNP vote could be squeezed. 


2001 general election 
Labour 20,095 (52.1%) 
Conservative 13,295 (34.5%) 
Lib Dem 3,352 (8.7%) 
BNP 1,822 (4.7%) 





Simon Darby 
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Yorkshire — Bradford South 


BNP candidate James Lewthwaite 


The BNP has two councillors in this constituency, one of whom 
is defending his seat next year. This election will demonstrate 
whether the BNP’s council victories last year were a flash in 
the pan or whether the fascists have established a firm base. 

The BNP candidate James Lewthwaite is leader of the 
BNP group on Bradford City Council. 






2001 General Election % 
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Yorkshire — Halifax 
BNP candidate Geoffrey Wallace 


A strong anti-fascist campaign last year reduced an 
anticipated ten council victories to three, the same number 
with which the BNP began the campaign. Since then the BNP 
has fallen back in Halifax, its members have been less active 
and it is rumoured that Adrian Marsden, one of the BNP 
councillors, is keen to leave the area. 

The BNP’s problems are compounded by a strong 
rigntwing Conservative campaign which appears to be 
making some headway into the far-right vote. 






2001 General Election % 
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North West — Pendle 
BNP candidate Tom Boocock 


Pendle lives in the shadow of neighbouring Burnley but this 
election could see it record the highest BNP vote in the region. 

The BNP polled 5.0% in the 2001 general election and 
13.3% in last year’s European election. However, its failure 
to make its expected breakthrough in the local elections 
has severely punctured its momentum. 


2001 General Election % 
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BNP saan 5.0 
UKIP sanaeear 2.8 


North West -— Oldham West & Royton 


BNP candidate Anita Corbett 


In 2001 BNP leader Nick Griffin polled 16%, the highest 
fascist vote in a British general election. His result came only 
days after the Oldham riots and led many people to believe 
that future BNP success in the town was guaranteed. 

However, a strong anti-fascist campaign led by Oldham 
United and Oldham Trades Council has repeatedly blocked 
any BNP advance to the point where the town is no longer 
considered a key target. 

BNP candidate Anita Corbett will be using this election to 
build a base in her Royton South target ward. 








2001 General Election % 





Cc 17.7 
BNP 16.4 
LD i 12.4 
G items 2.3 
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North West — Blackburn 
BNP candidate Nick Holt 


This is another town where the BNP raised its head but fell 
away. Blackburn BNP has had six different organisers in the 
past two years and defections and resignations have 
decimated the once-huge branch. 

Despite a positive write-up in the Daily Mail, BNP 
candidate Nick Holt will not be expecting to do too well 
here. Even his hope of gaining support from some 
Conservative voters after the Tories picked an Asian 
candidate from Yorkshire has declined following the 
decision of Veritas to stand. 


2001 General Election % 
L Se ae a 
Cc 
LD 
UKIP 
SLP 
SA @ ‘ 
IND & 0.9 


West Midlands - Stoke-on-Trent North 


BNP candidate Spencer Cartlidge 


The BNP will be looking to build on its strong local election 
vote in this constituency. While the fascist party should beat 
the Liberal Democrats, it might not win enough votes to 
overtake the Conservatives to gain second place. 

The BNP campaign will be helped by a high-profile effort 
in the Stoke-on-Trent mayoral contest. 










2001 General Election % 
Lectin wi 





ANNAN 





BNP candidate James Lloyd 


In 2000 this was the BNP’s strongest area. However the 
BNP failed in last year’s all-out council elections to retain 
the two council seats it won in 2003 and since then its 
fortunes have declined. 

The BNP will be using this election to reinforce its base 
in Princes End and Tividale though the decision of its 
best known local activist and former councillor John Salvage 
to stand in Dudley South highlights the area’s declining 
importance. 


2001 General Election % 





Labour 
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UK Independence Party 
Socialist Labour Party 
Socialist Alliance 
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British National Party 
Green Party 
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West Midlands — Birmingham Northfield 





BNP candidate Mark Cattell 


Birmingham BNP had prioritised the Kingstanding ward in 
Birmingham Erdington but since the collapse of Rover it has 
diverted its attention to Northfield, where most of the Rover 
workers live. 

The BNP will be up against Labour’s Richard Burden and 
this contest will be an indication about how much it can eat 
into the organised and skilled working-class vote. 


2001 General Election % 





East Midlands —- Erewash 
BNP candidate Sadie Graham 


The BNP polled 8.6% in the European election but its main 
priority is to stop Veritas leader Robert Kilroy-Silk from 
taking the seat. A Veritas victory would signal national 
disaster for the BNR 

The BNP has got involved in the Ilkeston St George’s Day 
parade and was fighting a rearguard action to prevent 
Kilroy-Silk hijacking the event. 

Sadie Graham, the BNP candidate, is the party’s East 
Midlands regional organiser. 


2001 General Election % 









London - Dagenham 
BNP candidate Lawrence Rustem 


For a time Dagenham was going to be the BNP’s main 
target in London but a determined and immediate 
response by the local Labour Party, trade unions and 
Together groups caused the BNP to switch its attention to 
neighbouring Barking. 

The BNP has hardly done any campaigning in Dagenham 
in the past couple of months despite polling over 30% in 
two recent by-elections in the constituency. 

A lack of a local candidate, resulting in the decision to 
field the hated Lawrence Rustem, highlights the BNP’s 
local weakness. 

Despite this, the BNP will probably attract a strong vote, 
which will be boosted by the collapse of the local Tories. 


2001 General Election % 





London —- Hornchurch 





BNP candidate Ian Moore 


The BNP polled 9.6% across the borough of Havering in 
the recent European elections and with UKIP taking 24% 


and the Conservatives 32%, there is a strong right wing 
vote up for grabs. 

In some wards the BNP polled up to 20% in the London 
GLA elections, making it a key target for the 2006 
London elections. 

However, this constituency is a key Tory target and the 
BNP could be sidelined especially as the party will be 
focusing all its efforts on neighbouring Barking. 


2001 General Election % 





Eastern — Broxbourne 
BNP candidate Andrew Emerson 


The BNP has one councillor in Broxbourne and polled 
10.9% in the European elections. It has also achieved votes 
of over 30% in other parts of the constituency in recent 
local elections. 

With Broxbourne being a safe Conservative seat the BNP 
vote is unlikely to be squeezed out. However the general 
election turnout might reduce the BNP’s chances in the 
Broxbourne seats in the Hertfordshire County Council 
elections being held on the same day. 

The BNP candidate was a Labour candidate in 1997 but 
withdrew after only a month. 


2001 General Election % 









Eastern — Epping Forest 
BNP candidate Julian Leppart 


The BNP gained three councillors in Epping Forest last 
year and while it only polled 7% across the district in 
the European elections, it will be hoping to use the 
general election to move into other areas, notably the 
Debden estate. 

The BNP should finish a long way behind the main 
parties, but systematic canvassing overseen by Eddy 
Butler, the BNP elections officer, will ensure that its vote is 
heavily concentrated. 


2001 General Election % 





Eastern — Thurrock 
BNP candidate Nick Geri 


The BNP polled 11% of the vote in Thurrock in the 2004 
European election. While it is unlikely to make major 
inroads into the overall Labour vote it will be looking to 
consolidate its support in Grays Riverside and the two 
Tilbury wards, where the party polled over 30% in last 
summer's local elections. 








2001 General Election % 
L mem 56.5 
29.8 
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A disappointing trip 
south for the BNP boss 


Searchlight reports from the BNP’s Romford rally 







e British National Party’s only target seat in the 
south of England is Barking, east London, but 
this was not where it chose to hold its London 
election rally on Sunday 10 April. 

The BNP has taken a liking to Redbridge Tube station. 
This was where its coach picked up activists at 7.30 the 
previous Wednesday morning to take them to Yorkshire 
when their leader Nick Griffin surrendered to bail at 
Halifax police station. They also turned up at Redbridge 
Tube on 29 January for their failed grand London rally, 
which ended up in the Essex countryside. 

Local anti-fascists from Redbridge Together decided 
to put in a low level appearance more to pressurise the 
BNP psychologically than to chase them away 


Full of self- physically. Advance notice of our plans must have 
importance: | caused the BNP organisers to lose their nerve and late in 
Richard the week before the rally they were frantically trying to 
Barnbrook, redirect their activists to Romford railway station. 

the BNP’s Sunday morning saw Richard Barnbrook, the BNP’s 
Barking London organiser and parliamentary candidate for 
candidate Barking, wandering around Redbridge with his minder, 


without even the courtesy to say good morning to local 
anti-fascists. 

British Transport Police placed a multiracial line of 
officers between the 35 anti-fascists and around 40 
BNP members who had not received the message to 

go to Romford. After seeing off the BNP, anti-fascists 
formed a convoy and headed to Romford where 
Yj, they were joined by the local Labour Party 

, candidate Margaret Mullane and her agent. 
Outside Romford station they unfurled the 
Redbridge Together banner in front of the 
BNP and gave out hundreds of leaflets, 
postcards and magazines to passers-by. 

The BNP’s_ Turkish candidate for 
Dagenham, Lawrence Rustem, looked 
increasingly uncomfortable as his fellow 

members decided not to hang around and 
headed straight for their rally at the Golden 
Lion pub in Romford High Street. 

In the meantime Alan Bailey, a local BNP 
hooligan, rushed off to collect Griffin, the 
rally’s star speaker, and his bodyguards led by 
the Glaswegian lout Warren Bennett. 

What greeted the leader in the pub’s function 
room must have been a big disappointment. 
Despite the rally being much closer to London 
and despite the fact that all the BNP’s 
London and home counties activists had been 





























= alerted, the audience of 80 was less than half the 
= number who turned up in January. 

2 The meeting, which was chaired by Bailey, 
= opened with a speech by Tony “Bomber” 
A Lecomber, followed by Barnbrook, who made 
g an impassioned plea for people to come out 
& and campaign for him so that he could 
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win. His excitement contrasted with the other speakers 
who made it clear that they did not believe the BNP 
could win anything and that the party was looking for 
third place, with only an outside chance of second, in its 
four national target constituencies where BNP activists 
are working flat out. 

Next up was Jonathan Bowden, the BNP’s “cultural” 
spokesman, who presented a quasi Marxist analysis, 
which was odd coming from a former member of the 
rightwing Tory Monday Club. He then conducted a 
Dutch auction that allegedly raised £1,700. The two 
big donors were Pat Richardson, one of the BNP’s 
Epping councillors, who put in £225 and Mr R West 
from Heathrow, who put in £500 but seemed a bit 
nervous about this becoming public knowledge. 
Of course his name must appear in due course on 
the Electoral Commission website in the BNP’s return 
of donations. 

Then Griffin took over Bowden's chair to make the 
keynote address. Three days after his appearance at 
Leeds Magistrates’ Court on race hate charges, he 
played his potential incarceration for all its worth. 
His speech was filled with a paranoid world view. He 
even sounded as if the thought might have crossed his 
mind that a major terrorist attack in the run-up to the 
general election would be no bad thing for the BNP. 

His claim that some polls showed 40-60%, even 80%, 
of the electorate might vote BNP prompted one joker 
to wonder about the airworthiness of the pigs on 
Griffin's farm. 

Griffin also focussed on the possibility of his party 
being banned. In that event the BNP would follow the 
lead of the Vlaams Blok in Belgium and change its 
name. Drawing on his Third Positionist background 
Griffin said they were looking for funding for local 
initiatives, such as community improvement schemes, 
safer streets and work with young people for which he 
said grants of £6,000 were available. He indicated that 
the party is already moving in this direction in 
Derbyshire. The BNP also appears to be working on 
similar lines in the South West. 

Although the possibility of being able to question the 
boss was mentioned, nobody appeared heroic enough 
to ask him anything. Perhaps they were thinking 
about the announcement that the BNP was now only 
targeting four seats nationally — Dudley North, Burnley, 
Dewsbury and Barking - and whether this meant that 
the leadership was not taking seriously the efforts of 
activists in the other 116 constituencies that the party 
promised to contest. 

Perhaps this was why Rustem and the BNP’s 
sole London councillor, Dan Kelley, were not on 
the platform. 

Griffin appeared not to want to spend more time than 
necessary with this roomful of no hopers and was on his 
way shortly after the rally ended. 


“ 


Election campaign 
gets off to a flying start 


by Nick Lowles 


ith the general election campaign now in 
Wi: swing, hundreds of anti-fascists across the 

country are actively engaged against the British 
National Party. 

In Keighley, over 150 people braved poor weather to 
distribute 35,000 copies of the Searchlight tabloid in 
one day earlier this month. In Calderdale 55 people 
came out to cover the three key wards being targeted by 
the BNP. In Stoke-on-Trent 50 people came out, while in 
Burnley, where the BNP has six councillors, inroads were 
made into eight council wards. 

All this comes after 128 people turned out in 
Barking & Dagenham to deliver 38,000 newspapers on 
one very cold day in mid-March. The next day another 
40 people went out to distribute the remaining 
12,000 newspapers. 

The day of action in Keighley was particularly pleasing. 
It is a dispersed constituency, stretching almost 15 miles 
from one end to the other, and has experienced little 
home-grown activity. This changed for the Keighley day 
of action when about 80 of the 150 who attended came 
from within the constituency. 

“Local people have been horrified by the decision of 
BNP leader Nick Griffin to target the area,” says anti- 
BNP co-ordinator Paul Meszaros. “It has galvanised 
people here and now we have a strong local group 
desperate to do more campaigning.” 

The day began with a press conference, attended by 
several important trade unionists and by Angela Sinfield, 
the mother of a young woman who was “groomed”, 
but who is now speaking out against the BNP 

“Griffin is exploiting my life and my daughter’s life for 
his own needs, for his own leaflets, for his own campaign 
for an election,” she told reporters. “The BNP are not 
there to help you at all. They are no better than the men 
that are actually going round and abusing and exploiting 
these young women.” 

She refuted any suggestion that she herself was 
being exploited. “I am doing this because | want to let 
everyone know that the BNP offer mothers like me 
nothing. They talk about the issue of grooming but 
they have yet to make one concrete proposal to reduce 
the problem.” 

Searchlight in conjunction with Bradford and Keighley 
TUCs is focusing on a strategy of confronting the BNP 
head-on. “It is pointless talking about World War Two 
when the BNP are winning local council victories by 
talking about ‘grooming’ and alleged Asian gang violence,” 
says Nick Lowles, Searchlight’s campaign co-ordinator. 
“Whether we like it or not these are the issues about 
which many local white people are concerned. We can’t 
duck the issues, we have to take confront them.” 

This strategy has won over many converts since the 
Keighley paper appeared. “The paper is great because it 
addresses the key issues that some voters are worried 
about,” says Steve Davidson, president of Amicus. 

As Searchlight goes to press other days of actions are 
being held elsewhere. Kirklees Unity will be delivering a 


Searchlight tabloid tailored for their area, as will Pendle, 
the Black Country and Sheffield. 

Other localised material will go out in the East 
Midlands, the North East, Oldham and the Eastern 
region. Work is also being carried out in outer east 
London, ahead of next year’s London local elections. 

In addition to the newspapers, Searchlight has 
produced hundreds of thousands of anti-BNP postcards 
for distribution in many parts of the country. 

While limiting the BNP vote in the general election is 
our short-term goal, our key priority is to begin the long 
work in the key battle wards for 2006. With most of the 
newspapers now distributed, our work in the remaining 
days of the election campaign will be much more 
localised and directed in these key wards. 

“Our promise to voters in the key areas is that we will 
not go away once the election is over,” says Mr Lowles. 
“Disappearing straight after the election would not only 
betray the voters we are mobilising now but also reinforce 
the impression that we don’t really care about them.” 

Mr Davidson agrees. “We must begin to take on the 
BNP politically,” he told Searchlight. “The BNP is 
beginning to make inroads into working class 


communities and the trade union movement needs to 
respond to this. We need to keep them out but to do this 
we need to develop a social policy that offers an 
alternative. This is our priority after the election.” 





si 
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Angela Sinfield 
with trade 
unionists as 
they prepare 
to deliver 
35,000 
newspapers 
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Frontline report from Keighley 





KEEP OUT OF 
OUR CAMPAIGN 











Furious mother attacks BNP for exploiting her child 


By Nick Lowles 


ngela Sinfield was one of the Keighley mothers 

who helped make Channel 4’s controversial film 

about “grooming” last summer. For a year, 

ngela secretly filmed the gangs at work but 

when the programme went out she remained 

anonymous. Now, she has decided to speak out publicly 

for the first time to condemn the BNP for twisting her 
daughter's suffering for their warped political ends. 

Angela was aghast to read a quote from herself on a 
BNP leaflet. As a mother of a young woman who was 
groomed and raped, Angela had cooperated with a 
Channel 4 documentary last year - anonymously. 

Now she read in horror as the BNP published her 
name and quoted her as though she supported their 
political cause. “I have never met with Mr Griffin, I have 
never had anything to do with the BNP and would never 
have anything to do with the BNP” she says angrily. 
“They are not a political party, they are just a bunch 
of racists. 

“They are taking this completely out of context. I am 
fighting on behalf of myself, my family and every other 
family in Keighley who has been affected by this issue.” 

For the past five years Angela's life has been 
dominated by the turmoil surrounding her daughter 
Lucy, now 16. When Lucy was just 12 she began dating a 
29-year-old man. Over a period of a year she was 
repeatedly abused by several men. 

“Tt starts off in a befriending sort of way to be really 
nice to these young girls, taking them for rides in their 
cars, buying them packets of cigarettes, buying them 
alcohol, buying them gifts and mobile phones because 
they want to contact them,” recalls Angela. 

“Well my daughter got into it quite bad and she 
started off where she was just truanting from school on 
the odd day, then it got where she wasn’t coming home 
from school. She would set off for school at 7.30 in the 
morning and she would not come home until 11.30 at 
night absolutely out of her face on either drugs or drink. 
She ended up for weeks and weeks going missing.” 

Angela was at her wits’ end and despite pleas to the 
authorities nothing was done. The law, at the time, 
stated that only the victim could complain and anything 
Angela said was immaterial. After 12 months of absolute 
hell, Angela finally managed to get Social Services to act 
and Lucy was taken into care where she remained for 
two years. “We had to get her away from here,” Angela 
says. It was not an easy time for Lucy as she was moved 
around the country. Her daughter accepts that her mum 
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was just looking out for her. “I know she only did it 
because she loved me.” 

It was during Angela's battle with Social Services that 
the local MP Ann Cryer became involved. In May 2002, 
14 mothers and one father attended a meeting at her 
office. She promised the mothers that she would do all 
she could to help them. While Ann Cryer campaigned 
down in London the mothers set up Families Against 
Child Exploitation. 

Quietly and without any fanfare, Ann Cryer was 
successful in bringing about two changes to the law. 
Grooming became a recognised criminal offence and, 
perhaps more importantly, hearsay (where the girl 
makes an admission to a third party) can now be 
considered evidence. “We fought for that and got it,” 
states Angela proudly. 

In 2003, Channel 4 approached Ann Cryer about 
making a programme to highlight the issue. Angela and 
another woman agreed to collaborate. “Me and a friend 
filmed the programme with Channel 4 over a nine to 12 
month period. We agreed to do it because we felt that we 
were two ordinary working-class women from Keighley 
who had found themselves in the trap that our 
daughters had been groomed and felt that we had gone 
to everybody and nobody was listening.” 

What should have been a heart-wrenching story of the 
struggle of two mothers against a system that willingly 
or unwillingly refused to help became a major national 
political issue — for all the wrong reasons. The BNP 
claimed that it had been behind the programme and its 
findings would vindicate its stance on immigration and 
British Muslims in particular. 

Angela is furious at the BNP for exploiting their 
campaign. “They took four years of my life and my 
daughter’s life and turned it into this campaign that, 
‘We are doing this and we are doing the other’. No you 
are not. Excuse me, you have not lived that life! We lived 
that life, we chose to make that documentary because 
we lived it. We had gone through it. 

“T mean the truth is a lot of these men are Asian men 
but I am not racist,” she insists. It is about criminality. 

Lucy is equally furious. “The BNP have never spoken 
to me and do not know me, so when they take what has 
actually happened to me and twist it and turn it to 
favour them, I think it is disgusting.” 

What annoys them more than anything is that the 
BNP pretend to claim that they are the only people 
speaking out on the issue. “They are just using it for their 








own racist agenda. They don’t care about us. Griffin has 
no solutions to solving the issue.” 

She compares Griffin’s exploitation of their story to 
the role played by her MP. “Ann Cryer and her office were 
the only people who believed in us and stood by us. 
Everybody else sat in judgement of us, that we were bad 
parents, that we were bad mothers and that, ‘there must 
be something wrong in your family as to why your 
daughter has got involved in this etc’. 1 have never been 
an unfit mother. 

“Only Ann believed in us and without their help we 
would not be where we are today. They backed us all the 
way. I am not doing this for the Labour Party. I am not 
speaking out now for Ann Cryer. I am not doing this for 
all the gratitude I have for them, although I have, but 
I am not doing it for them. I am doing it because the 
BNP have totally pissed me off.” 

Angela and Lucy are now looking forward to the 
future. They will probably never get over the physical 
and emotional scars left by the past five years but at least 
now they are together. “Me and my daughter can talk 
now,” says Angela. “We can talk and we have quite a 
good relationship but previously we could not look at 
each other.” 

Lucy is also upbeat and intent on rebuilding her life. 
“My life has changed loads since I have come back 
and started living with my mum again. I have sorted 
myself out and am going to college and doing what I 
should have done a long time ago and doing my GCSEs. 
I had achieved nothing in four years, but I have in the 
last 12 months.” 

Both want to continue their campaign but now they 
will do it together to help other young people. “I would 
like to campaign for a safe house for young women so 
that when they are being exploited in this sort of 
situation there is somewhere they can go where there'll 
be an education programme to re-educate the girls that 
being exploited and being groomed is not the norm.” 
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Tribunals uphold exclusions of 
BNP members from trade unions 


By Steve Silver 


tribunals throw out cases that they had taken 
against trade unions that had barred them from 
membership. 

The first was the hapless BNP treasurer John Walker, 
who was a member of the Transport and General 
Workers’ Union. Walker, a BNP election candidate from 
Deeside in North Wales, had claimed that the TGWU 
discriminated against him. An employment tribunal 
rejected his claim at the end of February, ruling that 
comments he made could encourage racism. 

Walker was expelled by the TGWU in August 2004 
for inciting racial harassment contrary to its rules. 
The union stated that the expulsion was for his actions, 
not because of his membership of the BNP. 

Walker appealed against the union’s decision and, 
after losing that appeal, took the case to the tribunal. 
In a written judgment the tribunal said that comments 
made by Mr Walker, including telling a local newspaper 
that he was “standing up for the white community”, 
could encourage racism. 

A TGWU spokesperson told Searchlight that the 
union was “very pleased” with the news. A statement 
issued on behalf of general secretary Tony Woodley 
said: “The tribunal had confirmed that the union's 
decision to expel Mr Walker for advocating views which 
were against the union’s rules was justified. Mr Walker’s 
case had been considered by the T&G’s internal 
disciplinary process and confirmed by its General 
Executive Council.” 

The other case concerned Donna Graham from 
Leicester. She had given up her membership of the 
Baker's, Food and Allied Workers’ Union (BFAWU) two 
years ago after it became known that she was a member 
of the BNP. 

More recently, she tried to rejoin the union but was 
denied membership so took a complaint to a tribunal 
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which found against her at the beginning of April. 
The tribunal, sitting in Leicester, said she had not been 
refused membership because of her links with the BNP 
but because of the threat of interfering with the 
workings of the union by encouraging other members 
to resign. 

BFAWU general secretary Joe Marino said: “This is an 
important ruling because it confirms the right of a trade 
union to reject membership on the grounds of conduct, 
in accordance with the union rules. We had to defend 
this claim under the law as it was before the government 
changed the legislation to give unions the right to 
exclude individuals on the grounds of their political 
activity, but we were always clear that we did not 
readmit Donna Graham because of her BNP 
membership, but because she tried to disrupt the union 
and take members away from it.” 

Susan Harris of Thompsons Solicitors, who acted for 
the BFAWU, said: “It’s vital that trade unions stand up to 
those who seek to disrupt their work. Thompsons has 
been proud to act for the BFAWU in this case and for 
other unions who have demanded the right to expel or 
refuse membership to members of extremist parties 
whose views and actions are opposed to the values that 
unions stand up for.” 

The good news is that the tribunals have upheld these 
expulsions even though they occurred before the recent 
change in the law which makes it possible for unions to 
expel members for BNP activity. The BNP had been 
encouraging its members to take legal action against 
their unions with the promise of handsome payouts 
before the new legislation took effect. 

While the new law could have gone further and 
allowed unions to expel BNP members for their 
membership alone rather than proven activism, it has 
been enough to enrage the BNP who suddenly find 
themselves champions of “human rights”. Well, rights 
for white people to be more precise. 

Writing in the BNP newspaper The Voice of Freedom, 
Lee Barnes, the BNP’s “legal eagle’, says: “The 
government's recent assault, the Employment Equality 
Regulations Act of 2005, is an attack on White Britons, 
and was specifically designed to deny the civil rights of 
Whites. EER, in affect [sic] authorizes the power of the 
State to wage a campaign of fear and intimidation 
against Whites via the crooks that run the trade unions 
in Britain.” 

In spite of its opposition to the European Union, the 
BNP claims it will appeal against the government 
legislation and take the issue to the European Court of 
Human Rights. 

Meanwhile, with the new law in place and a long list of 
BNP candidates announced for the general, mayoral 
and some county council elections on 5 May, nothing 
now stands in the way of the expulsion of those 
candidates who hold a union card. In view of the recent 
wave of anti-union comments coming from the BNP, the 
unions will be only too pleased to carry out the task. 





By Sonia Gable 


National Party member who claimed a company 
iscriminated against him when it refused him a job 
interview. Yet Lee Barnes, the BNP’s self-styled “legal 
eagle”, has proclaimed it a “legal step forward” and is 
asking party supporters to help pay the costs. 

Barnes’s convoluted reasoning is wholly wrong and 
only shows his ignorance of well known legal principles. 
On the way he says some very interesting things about the 
BNP’s philosophy and religious views that will surprise 
anyone who votes for the BNP because they think it stands 
for British traditions. 

The tribunal struck out the complaint by Robert Baggs 
because he had failed to declare whether the discrimination 
he claimed to have suffered was direct or indirect 
discrimination. He had therefore not satisfied the 
procedural requirements of the Employment Equality 
Regulations. This was fatal to his case. 

According to Barnes, the tribunal chairman went on to 
say that if Mr Baggs had claimed indirect discrimination, 
and if the reason people joined the BNP was in order to 
manifest their own particular religious or philosophical 
beliefs, the actions of the company in discriminating against 
Baggs would have contravened the Employment Equality 
Regulations and therefore Baggs would have won his case. 
According to Barnes this “has created a new legal principle 
that assists and protects all the members of the BNP”. 

It is not uncommon for judges and tribunal chairmen to 
make comments that are not part of the line of reasoning 
that leads to the decision in the case. In legal parlance 
such remarks are called obiter dicta, Latin for “things said 
in passing”. And what every law student learns is that obiter 
dicta are not binding authority. They are interesting, 
perhaps, but that is all. 

The tribunal was not required to examine Baggs’s 
complaint in detail because it could not proceed. Therefore 
any comments by the chairman on the merits of his case 
may not have been based on a full examination of all the 


A: employment tribunal threw out the case of a British 


facts. They set no precedent and another tribunal need not 
take any notice of them. 

But what are the BNP’s particular religious or 
philosophical beliefs, on the basis of which Baggs claimed 
discrimination? Barnes explains: 

“The BNP is not just a political party. The BNP is unique 
amongst conventional political parties as it has an ethno- 
specific membership and also explicitly represents the 
indigenous ethnic-religious communities of our British 
nation — from Identity Christians, Anglo-Saxon Identity 
Christianity, Celtic Druidism, Anglo-Saxon Odinism, Celtic 
Christianity to Wicca and other pagan religions including 
those that see their Race as their religion and the BNP as 
the their [sic] Church.” 

So not one religion but several, ranging from the Old 
Norse Odinist religion of the Vikings, through Wiccan 
witchcraft, down to Christian Identity, the extreme 
antisemitic religion that grew after the Second World War 
among white supremacists and far-right terrorists in the 
USA (so hardly indigenous to Britain) and which believes 
Jews are descended from Satan. 

Other religions are excluded: “The BNP excludes only 
those religions or philosophies that are not indigenous to 
Britain and that are not part of traditional British cultural 
and British religious history from its ranks,” says Barnes. 

It is no surprise that the BNP has no truck with Muslims 
and Jews. But it appears the BNP rejects even the Church 
of England. Although Britain now enjoys wide religious 
diversity and many people are not active adherents of any 
religion, no sane person would deny the role of the Anglican 
church in British tradition. Our National Anthem calls on 
God to save the Queen, and that does not mean Odin, Thor 
or some warlock. 

How many of those considering voting BNP in the general 
election know that they are voting for witchcraft and 
extreme antisemitism, that they are voting not only against 
Islam but also against Christianity, other than in its weirdest 
forms? 

Perhaps it was to disguise this fact that BNP members 
hypocritically recited the Lord’s Prayer outside Halifax police 
station when their leader, Nick Griffin, attended to answer 
bail at the start of the election campaign. 

Nevertheless, despite claiming that the BNP was his 
religion, Baggs lost his case and was ordered to pay 
£1,400 towards the legal costs of the company that 
refused to interview him. Barnes calls upon BNP members 
to help him out, on the unfounded grounds that the case 
established a new legal principle. But he asks them to 
make their cheques payable to “the new independent 
advisory body ‘Civil Liberty’”, which is “happy to act on 
behalf of Mr. Baggs”. 

The extent of the independence of “Civil Liberty”, a body 
that no one has ever heard of before, is open to some 
doubt. It operates from a post office box address which just 
happens to be the same as that of the BNP’s North East 
region. 

Then most strangely Barnes explains: “Because ‘Civil 
Liberty’ only provides assistance to individuals regardless of 
party politics, there is no upper limit to the amount that can 
be donated to the organisation. We will have details for how 
overseas (outside UK) viewers can make a contribution 
posted very shortly.” 

Why might there be an upper limit to donations? Barnes 
can only have in mind the restrictions on donations to 
political parties under electoral legislation. One of those 
restrictions is that political parties cannot accept donations 
from overseas. Of course any suggestion that this might be 
a roundabout way for the BNP to solicit overseas donations 
would be entirely unjustified. 
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Yorkshire & The Humber (35) 


















































































































































































































































Constituency current eis Candidate 
1 Colne Valley Labour 12.4 Barry Fowler 
2 Dewsbury Labour 12.4 David Exley 
3 Batley & Spen Labour 12.4 Colin Auty 
4 Huddersfield Labour 12.4 Karl Hanson 
5 Halifax Labour 11.5 Geoffrey Wallace 
6 Calder Valley Labour 11.5 John Gregory 
7 Normanton Labour 10.6 John Ayeyard 
8 Pontefract & Castleford Labour 10.6 Suzy Cass 
9 Wakefield Labour 10.6 Grant Rowe 
10 Bradford North Labour 10.2 Paul Cromie 
11 Bradford South Labour 10.2 James Lewthwaite 
12 Bradford West Labour 10.2 Linda Cromie 
13 Keighley Labour 10.2 Nick Griffin 
14 Shipley Labour 10.2 Tom Linden 
15 Rotherham Labour 9.2 Marlene Guest 
16 Rother Valley Labour 9.2 Nick Cass 
17 Wentworth Labour 9.2 Jonathon Pygott 
18 Hull East Labour 8.5 Alan Siddle 
19 Hull North Labour 8.5 Brian Wainwright 
19 Sheffield Brightside Labour 8.2 
20 Sheffield Central Labour 8.2 Mark Payne 
21 Sheffield Hallam Labour 8.2 lan Senior 
22 Sheffield Attercliffe Labour 8.2 Beverley Jones 
23 Sheffield Heely ‘Labour 8.2 John Beaston 
24 Sheffield Hillsborough Labour 8.2 David Wright 
25 Doncaster North Labour 8.1 Lee Hagan 
26 Doncaster Central Labour 8.1 Trevor Agnew 
: 27 Greater Grimsby Labour 8.0 Stephen Fyfe 
28 Barnsley Central Labour 7.9 Geoffrey Broadley 
29 Leeds Central Labour 6.9 Mark Collett 
30 Morley & Rothwell Labour 6.9 Chris Beverley 
ete 31 Leeds East Labour 6.9 Marcus Charlton 
Constimiency pe Laat 32 Leeds West Labour 6.9 Julie West 
1 Middlesb’ S&E Cleveland Labour 9.6 Geoffrey Groves 33 Elmet Labour 6.9 Tracey Andrews 
2 Middlesbrough Labour 9.6 Ron Armes 34 Harrogate & Knaresborough Lib Dem 3.4 Colin Banner 
3. Stockton North Labour 8.8 Kevin Hughes 35 Haltemprice & Howden Con n/a _ Edward Scott 
4 Redcar & Cleveland Labour 9.3 Andrew Harris 2 
5 Sunderland South Labour 8.4 David Guynan 
6 Sunderland North Labour 8.4 Debi Hiles a as tasks one 
7 Houghton & Wash West Labour 8.4 John Richardson 1 Birmingham Hodge Hill Labour 7.5 Denis Adams 
8 Easington Labour 7.8 lan Easington 2 Birmingham Northfield Labour 7.5 Mark Cattell 
9 Tyne Bridge Labour n/a. Kevin Scott 3 Birmingham Erdington Labour 7.5 Sharon Ebanks 
4 Birmingham Yardley Labour 7.5 Robert Purcell 
5 West Bromwich West Labour 13.1 James Lloyd 
Constituency currant eons Candidate 6 West Bromwich East Labour 13.1 Carl Butler 
4 Burnley pour! tel? open Siar 7 Warley Labour 13.41 Simon Smith 
3s Beanie [Abdur “43's Iain BoGober 8 Dudley North Labour 12.3 Simon Darby 
2 bpAdburh iaacur aaG Ghie Jeekeon 9 Dudley South Labour 12.3 John Salvage 
: : 10 Stoke North Labour 15.3 Spencer Cartlidge 
4 Ashton-under-Lyne Labour 10.6 David Jones 71 Stoke South Labour? 45 au Marelisat 
> Stalybridge ¢r0G Labour | 10.6 _ Nigel Byme 12 Stoke Central Labour 15.3 Michael Coleman 
6 Denton & Redditch Labour 10.6 John Edgar 13 Newcastle-under-Lyme Labour 8.5 John Dawson 
7 Rossendale & Darwen Labour 10.4 Tony Wentworth 14 Solihull fabour’= Si?" “Diane Carr 
8 Oldham E & Saddleworth Labour 10.4 Mick Treacy 15 Walsall South Labour 11.1. Kevin Smith 
9 Oldham W & Royton Labour 10.4 Anita Corbett 16 Walsall North Labour 11.1 Wlliam Locke 
10 Blackburn Labour 9.2 Nick Holt 17 North Warwickshire Labour 9.0 Michaela McKenzie 
11 Rochdale Labour 9.3 Derek Adams 18 Coventry North West Labour 6.5 David Clarke 
12 Heywood & Middleton Labour 9.3 Gary Aronson 19 Worcester Labour 5.8 Martin Roberts 
13 Mackerfield Labour 9.1 Dennis Shambley 20 Wolverhampton South West Labour 7.1 Peter Mullins 
15 Bury North Labour 8.3 Stewart Clough 21 Aldridge Brownhills Con 10.8 William Vaughan 
16 Blackpool South Labour Roy Goodwin 22 Burton Labour 8.6 Julie Russell 
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East Midlands (7) 


Constituency 





Current 


BNP 2004 


Candidate 






South East (3) 


Candidate 


Current BNP 2004 























Eastern (5) 














Constituency Current BNP 2004 Candidate 

MP Euro Elec % 
1 Thurrock Labour 11.1 Nick Geri 
2 Broxbourne Labour 10.1 Andrew Emerson 
3 Epping Forest Con 7.5 Julian Leppert 
4 Basildon Labour 9.4 Emma Colgate 
5 Billericay Con 9.4 Bryn Robinson 












































Constituency Current BNP 2004 Candidate 

MP Euro Elec % 
1 Barking Labour 14.8 Richard Barnbrook 
2 Dagenham Labour 14.8 Lawrence Rustem 
3 Hornchurch Labour 9.6 lan Moore 
4 Romford Con 9.6 John McCaffrey 
5 Upminster Con 9.6 Chris Roberts 
6 Bexleyheath & Crayford Labour 7.9 Jay Lee 
7 Erith & Thamesmead Labour 7.9 Brian Ravenscroft 
8 Eltham Labour 7.2 Barry Roberts 
9 Uxbridge Labour 7.1 Cliff LeMay 
10 Hayes & Harlington Labour 7.1 Tony Hazel 
11 Enfield North Labour 5.1 Terry Farr 


Cc 
© 
= 
te 
ie} 
—L 
3 
=> 
oO 
Qa 
3 
g 
(o} 
shoes 
pote 











Constituency 
MP Euro Elec % MP Euro Elec % 
1 Blaby Con 9,2 Michael Robinson 1 Crawley Labour 5.5 Richard Trower 
2 South Derbyshire Labour 9.1 David Joines 2 Maidenhead Con 2.9 Timothy Rait 
3 Boston & Skegness Con 8.8 Wendy Russell 3 Basingstoke Con 2.9 Roger Robertson 
4 Erewash Labour 8.6 Sadie Graham 
5 North West Leicestershire Labour 8.3 Clive Potter 
6 Charnwood Con 6.8 Andrew Holders ponetiijency) PE a Sa 
7 Amber Valley Labour 7.6 Paul Snell 14 Poole Con 3.4 Peter Pirnie 
2 (Bristol) 





3 (Somerset) 








Constituency Current BNP 2004 Candidate 

MP Euro Elec % 
1 Wrexham Labour 4.1 John Walker 
2 Swansea East Labour 3.1 Nick Holloway 





Scotland (2) 





Constituency Current BNP 2004 Candidate 

MP Euro Elec % 
1 Glasgow Central Labour n/a Walter Hamilton 
2 Glasgow North East Labour n/a Scott McLean 





List is correct at time of going to press, 
for updates visit 


www.stopthebnp.com 


Some of the BNP’s London and Eastern candidates pose in Parliament Square, 
London the nearest they will ever get to the House of Commons. From the left: 
Brian Ravenscroft, Julian Leppert, Jay Lee, Tony Hazel and Barry Roberts 
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PEOPLE’S WAR A 


VE Day 60th anniversary 





<> 


Nobody will be able to escape the fact 
that this month marks 60 years since was a war against fascism. In fact the anti-fascist 
the European part of the Second World “) war started a few years earlier with the Spanish Civil 
War ended. Commemorations will be War (1936-39) when the movement sent cadres from 


By Steve Silver 





n the midst of all the official pomp and ceremony, 
we should be in no doubt that the Second World War 





. P . many countries to form the International Brigades in an 
televised, documenta ries will show dneGeBeasei attempt to help save Spain’s broad Popular 
grainy footage of Spitfires and Front government from a right-wing military insurgency. 
broadcast the sound of ground-based The intervention of Germany (and Italy) by sending its 
ack-ack guns firing at German airborne Condor Legion to bomb civilians in places such 


“ as Guernica marked a new frightening phase in modern 
Messerschmitts. Newspapers and warfare and helped ensure that the Spanish Republic 


magazines will have articles about what would fall. 
it was like to live with rationing, and Only 20 years after the pointless slaughter of “the war 


oe to end all wars” — the First World War — Nazism brought 
how the British people pulled together humanity to the abyss using the most modern 


during the Nazi bombing raids. technology to commit crimes of medieval barbarism. 


VE Day 
celebrations 
in Stepney 
where 
children 
celebrated 
victory round 
a bonfire fed 
with timbers 
from 
surrounding 
bomb- 
wrecked 
buildings L 
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GAINST FASCISM 


Rightly, we should all celebrate the mighty 
achievement of the Allied armies, led by Britain, the 
Soviet Union and the United States, who fought a long 
war with great sacrifices to defeat Nazi Germany. 

While in Britain commemorations will have a 
domestic focus, we should not forget those in the 
resistance — of many hues - in the countries under 
occupation, who fought back with the threat of instant 
death or torture hanging over not only themselves but 
their entire families and even whole villages, were they to 
be caught. 

Nazism’s greatest cruelty was inflicted on the Eastern 
Front where Hitler saw himself leading a divine mission 
to “wipe out Bolshevism”. Some 27 million Soviet lives 
were lost and massive destruction was wreaked on its 
towns and cities. 

It was in the Nazi-occupied East too that most of the 
extermination camps were built. It was in these camps 
that six million Jews, together with hundreds of 
thousands of Gypsies and others who were considered 
racially inferior, were murdered with the help and 
planning of German industry. From the earliest 
concentration camps such as Sachsenhausen in 
Germany to the extermination camps such as 
Auschwitz-Birkenau in Poland, resistance was organised. 
In the ghettoes where Jews were forced to live before 
their mass murder, incredible resistance was put up, 
most famously in Warsaw. 

In the forests and hills throughout the war thousands 
of partisans sabotaged the occupiers’ plans. Many had 
seen everything that they had known and loved 
destroyed by the Nazi jackboot and lived with the 
sole hope of freeing their country from the yoke of 
fascist tyranny. 

In Britain the Second World War became known as a 
people's war because it affected every man, woman and 
child. Food had to be rationed and there were constant 
shortages. Some foodstuffs, such as bananas, were not 
available at all. The terror of the bombing of Guernica 
was a precursor to what was visited on the people 
of London, Coventry and numerous other places. 
While men fought abroad women took over jobs that had 
been considered “men’s work”. Families took in children 
from the cities who were evacuated to safer areas away 
from the dreaded nightly bombing raids of the Luftwaffe. 
Hundreds of thousands who weren't in the armed forces 
volunteered to join the Home Guard ready to hunt down 
enemy paratroopers or even firebomb tanks in the event 
of an invasion, which after the fall of France in 1940 
seemed imminent. 

When British troops finally entered Germany in 1945 
as liberators, the footage they shot of the Belsen 
concentration camp became ingrained in the nation’s 
consciousness. For many years Richard Dimbleby’s 
famous broadcast carrying images of the emaciated 
Belsen prisoners and the piles of bodies summed up 
Nazi horror for the British people. 

It is hardly surprising then after all the sacrifices and 
shortages of the war that when VE Day was declared on 
8 May 1945 Britain's streets were a sea of red, white and 
blue flags and bunting. People danced in the streets and 
the nation rejoiced, bonfires were lit and bands played in 


the streets. Schools closed for two days and children who 
had never celebrated Guy Fawkes night — because of the 
blackout — saw fireworks for the first time in their lives. 

In Britain, thousands had lost loved ones, homes had 
been destroyed by German bombers, but the war 
had forced people to work together and support each other 
in a way that they had never known before. A new 
consensus emerged based on people's wartime experience 
that gave impetus to the formation of the welfare state and 
National Health Service. People were determined that after 
the war their sacrifices would not be in vain. 

Meanwhile the fascists remained unrepentant. 
The defeat of Nazism in Germany should have been 
fascism’s death blow, but it wasn’t. In Britain, as 
elsewhere, the fascists regrouped and began to organise 
again. Oswald Mosley and other British fascists had been 
interned during the war as potential Quislings, though 
they were released before the war's end. They began to 
organise, at first surreptitiously through book clubs, 
before a full-blown relaunch as Union Movement. 
Apoplectic, anti-fascists called for fascism to be 
outlawed. But calls for a ban came to no avail and were 
less enthusiastically pursued as time passed and the cold 
war set in. By the 1950s in Britain it seemed that 
communists, not fascists, would be the most likely target 
for any state repression. 

Since the end of the war right up to the present day 
Britain’s fascists have tried to rewrite history to present 
themselves as British patriots rather than supporters of 
the most evil regime of the 20th century. They have also 
denied the fact of the Holocaust in order to rehabilitate 
their ideas. 

The fascists have reemerged in several incarnations. 
Today, the British National Party carries the fascist torch. 
That is why the greatest act of commemoration that can 
be made this month is to support the local campaigns 
against them and ensure that this election marks the 
beginning of their electoral demise. 





Free at last: 
British soldier 
with liberated 
former 
inmate at 
Belsen 
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The strange alliances of 
an extremist magazine 


Derek Turner, 
magazine 
editor whose 
connections 
have spanned 
the whole of 
the rightwing 
spectrum 


by Gerry Gable 


former leader of an Irish nazi group is now using 
his position as editor of a rightwing magazine to 


elp the British National Party recruit among 
conservatives. 

Derek Turner has travelled a long political journey 
since the mid 1980s when he led the Social Action 
Initiative, an Irish nazi group. These days he rubs 
shoulders with Tory shadow ministers and for a while 
enjoyed the financial largesse of the rightwing Greek 
millionaire Taki Theodoracopoulos to support his 
glossy approximately quarterly far-right publication 
Right Now. 

Turner and his political playmates were drummed out 
of the Irish Navy for their extremist politics and Turner, 
a Protestant living in the Irish Republic, made contact 
with the emerging Political Soldiers of the National 
Front, then led by Nick Griffin. The SAI came out of the 
same political mould. 

Turner moved to England and worked in poorly paid 
jobs in bookshops on London's Charing Cross Road. 
In this period he showed up on some of the National 
Front’s last large-scale Remembrance Sunday marches. 

After disappearing off the political radar for a while, 
he resurfaced in the circle around the late Dowager Lady 
Jane Birdwood, the convicted racist and antisemite. 
There he consorted with Ralph Harrison, who was one 
of the founders of Right Now in 1993. It was designed as 
an upmarket rightwing journal that would cover a wide 
range of topics, including the rightwing staples of 
immigration, law and order and economics but also 
devoting space to cultural issues. 

In 1995 Turner took over as editor. The list of Right 
Now’s patrons today reads like a who's who of the 
Conservative right with the addition of one or two old 
Cold War spooks. Among its contributing editors is 
Stuart Millson, late of Monday Club and the BNP. 

While Turner extended his rightwing conservative 
links, he carried on some prolonged and regular 
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exchanges of views with leading lights in the BNP, 
such as James Seadon, a BNP officer in southeast 
London, during which Turner offered to pass on the 
names of Conservatives and others as potential recruits 
to the BNP. 

These links became more open in the March 2005 
issue of Right Now, which featured a two-page interview 
with Griffin, the BNP leader. Realising that the BNP 
might be a bit too much even for Right Now readers to 
stomach, Turner wrote in an editor’s note: “This 
interview will undoubtedly be controversial among a 
segment of our readership, and will doubtless be wilfully 
misunderstood by the magazine’s opponents. But the 
BNP is too newsworthy to ignore, and the way in which 
the party and its members are routinely treated by the 
media is, in my view, a disgrace in an allegedly liberal 
society. It is in that combined spirit of inquiry and 
outraged natural justice that I hope you will read the 
following.” But in case readers want to go further, he 
ends by giving the BNP’s full contact details. 

Right Now was denounced as extremist on both sides 
of the House of Commons a few years ago. Since then 
Turner has found new favour in rightwing Tory circles, 
as evidenced in the January issue of Right Now, which 
carried a three-page feature by Turner based on his 
speech at the Conservative Democratic Alliance at last 
year’s Conservative party conference. The CDA is trying 
hard to unseat conservative MPs and shadow ministers 
of whom it disapproves such as Oliver Letwin. 

In March Turner found his way onto the platform at 
the Freedom Association’s spring conference in 
Birmingham. The title of this event was “In Defence of 
Freedom” and the other guest speakers were listed as: 
Gerald Howarth MP, the Shadow Minister for 
International Affairs; Mike Nattrass MEP, the Deputy 
Leader of the UKIP; Theodore Dalrymple, author and 
journalist with The Daily Telegraph; Neil Herron, billed 
as the Metric Martyr and Hero of the Counter 
Revolution; Brian Mooney, the New Alliance Campaigns 
Co-ordinator; and Marc Glendening, Director of the 
Democracy Movement and “NO2ID campaigner”. 

In return the Freedom Association will send 
Christopher Gill, one of its leading lights, to speak at a 
special Right Now conference on 28 May, where he will 
have to rub shoulders with Philip Claeys, an MEP for the 
Belgian extreme-right racist Viaams Belang, formerly 
the Vlaams Blok. The conference, entitled “Decline or 
Dawn’, will be followed by an overpriced dinner at 
which Taki will entertain guests with a discourse on 
“What the West means to me”. If Taki strays onto the 
subject of law and order he will be able to regale 
the guests with a personal account of his time in a 
British prison over a matter concerning cocaine. 

Turner's assistance with BNP recruitment may explain 
why many of its new members appear to be rightwing 
Tories rather than its more usual fare of hardline racial 
nationalists and perhaps why the party’s handful of 
councillors almost always vote with the Tories. 











BNP candidate claimed 


celebrity support 


A BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY parliamentary candidate tried to use 
Royalty, celebrities and football teams in an outrageous bid to 
endorse his election campaign. 

Richard Barnbrook, bragged that the Queen, Prince Charles, the 
rock star Sting and Liverpool and Everton football clubs backed a 
tree-planting charity he headed, along with Sir David Attenborough 
and Tony Blair. But he failed to disclose that the horrified charity 
trustees sacked him when they discovered he was a BNP officer. 

Barnbrook, 44, is standing in Barking, one of the BNP’s four 
national target seats. In his newsletter Barking Patriot he boasted 
about his role as founder and executive director of the 
environmental charity the Jubilee Woods Trust. But he kept his 
extremist politics quiet when he raised funds. 

Sting handed over £20,000 to the charity to plant woodland as 
part of the Queen’s Golden Jubilee celebrations. But he was 
horrified to learn that the project’s boss, Barnbrook, was standing 
as a BNP candidate in last year’s London Assembly elections and 
immediately severed all ties. 

Prince Charles’s aides confirmed there had been one meeting 
over the viability of planting trees on his Duchy of Cornwall 
estate. But they decided not to progress things any further. 
Duchy spokesman Ben Overlander said: “It is absolutely wrong 
to suggest that our involvement was anything more than the 
initial meeting. After that, we decided we did not want to 
get involved and that was before we knew of Mr Barnbrook’s 
political affiliations.” 

And lan Ross, director of communications at Everton, said: 
“This man has no permission at all to use this football club’s name 
in conjunction with his proposed political career. The club 
dissociates itself totally and absolutely both from this man and the 
BNP. | do not think any right thinking member of this club would 
support this man or his party in any shape or form.” 



































Nazi jibe did not breach 
standards 


THE STANDARDS BOARD for England has decided not to 


BNP hammered in 
Shrewsbury 


BNP loses Saudi 
printer 


THE SAUDI-OWNED company that printed the 
British National Party’s monthly newspaper has 
terminated the contract after revelations in the 
Sunday Telegraph led to widespread protests. 

The Voice of Freedom, which regularly runs 
diatribes against Muslims and describes Islam as a 
“dangerous” religion, was printed in Barking, 
Essex, by Satellite Graphics Ltd, a company owned 
by Saudi Arabians and staffed almost entirely 
by Muslims. 

The disclosure in the Telegraph, the result of an 
investigation by Searchlight, was seen by many as 
evidence of the BNP’s hypocrisy and forced the 
party to post a long moan on its website about its 
inability to persuade any British owned printer to 
print its racist filth. 

In a sudden reversal of its blanket condemnation 
of Islam, Steve Blake, the BNP’s website editor, 
wrote, “The BNP is mature enough to be able to 
differentiate between moderate Islam and Islamic 
fundamentalism. We respect and are prepared to 
work with moderate Muslims”. 

Yet last year the BBC secretly filmed Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader, telling a crowd that Islam was a “wicked, 
vicious faith that has expanded through a handful of 
cranky lunatics about 1,300 years ago until it is now 
sweeping country after country”. He went on, “You've 
got to stand up and do something for the British 
National Party because otherwise they [Muslims] will 
do for someone in your family. That is the truth.” 

Islam and Muslims are regularly attacked on the 
BNP website. Griffin has also been filmed telling 
supporters that British Muslims were perpetuating a 
“massive rape wave’ designed to spread Islam 
across the West by impregnating white girls. 





investigate a Calderdale councillor who branded the British 
National Party “Nazis”. 

The outburst from Liberal Democrat councillor Nader Fekri 
came during a six-hour council budget meeting. During a 
heated debate he branded the Conservatives “Judases” for 
“getting into bed” with the British “Nazi” Party, a remark that 
prompted the three Calderdale BNP councillors to report him 
to the Standards Board for breaching the code of conduct. 
It followed hours of wrangling as a compromise budget was 
worked out, with the Conservatives giving ground to the 
Independents and the BNP in return for their votes. 

Councillor Fekri said: “Bizarrely, I was also accused of 
antisemitism — which takes a lot of cheek especially when you 
consider that the BNP deny the Holocaust. 

Last year BNP councillor Adrian Marsden was found to have 
breached standards after he threatened to “level” Labour 
councillor Helen Rivron after she called him a Nazi following 
his maiden speech. No action was taken against him as the 
Standards Board decided he had been provoked and insulted. 





IN THE RUN-UP to the general election, the morale of 
the British National Party was severely dented by a 
pathetic council by-election result in Shrewsbury. 
The BNP only puts up candidates where it thinks it 
has a good chance of doing well, so it is no surprise 
that the BNP leadership failed to pass on this result to 
party members. 









Shrewsbury, Sutton and Reabrook 
Ward results 31 March 2005 

Candidate Party 

Elizabeth Anne Parsons |!) 

Graham Whitfield Watson &: 


Caroline Mary Cheyne 
Helen Marie Foulkes 
Tobias Oliver Ray Green 
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by Kate Taylor 


ypsy and Traveller groups have voiced their 
displeasure at the way the press and politicians 
are attacking their communities in the run-up 
to the general election. Although this is not the 
first time that Gypsies and Travellers have been used for 
political gain, never before have they been targeted so 
heavily as a major election issue. 

The annual International Roma Day fell on 8 April, 
three days after Prime Minister Tony Blair formally 
announced the election, allowing the official campaigns 
to get under way. The UK Association of Gypsy Women 
released a statement to protest at laws that “are being 
used to target Gypsies and Travellers, with the open 
encouragement of the popular press, which is whipping 
up hatred against our people. We categorically reject the 
terrifying image of Gypsies that is being promoted by 
the Daily Mail, Sun, and Daily Express. We call on the 
British Press Council to intervene. 

“We also deplore the way that the Conservative Party 
is exploiting people's fears to win votes and threatening 
to repeal the Human Rights Act. This is an attack on 
human rights itself.” 

This is a reference to Conservative leader Michael 
Howard’s recent claims that he will do more to stop 
unauthorised Traveller sites. In Howard’s view, Gypsy 
communities are using the Human Rights Act to set up 
camps wherever they want. He has promised to review 
the Human Rights Act, should the Conservatives come 
to power, and has pledged to increase council powers, 
including a right to compulsorily buy land legally owned 
by Gypsy groups. 

The virulent media campaign that followed Howard’s 
statements prompted the Gypsy and Traveller Law 
Reform Coalition to lodge a complaint with the Press 
Complaints Commission on the grounds that headlines 
in The Sun such as “Stamp on the Camps” incited 
violence against Gypsy groups. 

Since then the targeting of Gypsies in the press has 
continued. The Daily Mail used headlines such as “The 
Space Invaders”, while the Daily Express makes almost 
daily reference to Traveller sites. 

Howard was not the first politician to spark a debate 
about the Gypsies. In 1999 the then Home Secretary Jack 
Straw came down hard on Travellers: “Now the first we 
have to say is that people have got to stop being 
sentimental about so-called Travellers. There are 
relatively few Romani Gypsies left, who seem to be able 
to mind their own business and don’t cause trouble to 
other people, and there are a lot more who masquerade 
as Travellers or Gypsies, who trade on the sentiment of 
people ... in the past there has been rather too much 
toleration of Travellers and we want to see the police and 
local authorities cracking down on them...” 

Today too the press is making a distinction between 
“decent” traditional Romani Gypsies and Irish Travellers 
who are deemed to be causing all the problems. The Sun 
wrote how, “These people are far removed from the 
traditional Romany people with their admirable moral 





Searchlight May 2005 22 


lrish Travellers protest 
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code’. Yet it is only a matter of months since the same 
papers were attacking Romani asylum seekers and 
vilifying them as scroungers. 

Before the expansion of the EU to admit 10 new member 
states in May 2004, the tabloids were warning of an 
impending “Gypsy crisis” and “invasion of benefit 
grabbers”. These statements were directed at Roma. 
Some articles in the Daily Express were considered so 
provocative that Labour MP Kevin McNamara tabled a 
motion in the House of Commons declaring, “this house ... 
deplores attempts to incite racial hatred against one of the 
poorest and most marginalized communities in Europe”. 

When Roma from the former Czechoslovakia 
entered Britain a few years ago The Sun wrote of a desire 
to “kick them out” and declared that “EU law” was a 
“Gypsy Curse”. 

Prejudice against Roma has long been a staple in 
Britain. Indeed in summer 2001 the UK government 
went to such lengths to prevent Romani asylum seekers 
entering the country from the Czech Republic that it 
stationed immigration officers to screen people at 
Prague airport and prevent Roma from boarding 
aeroplanes. The human rights group Liberty took up the 
case of six Czech Roma who were stopped from 
travelling and in December the Law Lords finally ruled 
that the Government’s immigration procedure racially 
discriminated against Roma. ; 

The history of prejudice against all Gypsy groups has 











long been overlooked. The Roma have had little 
acknowledgement of their tragedy at the hands of the 
Nazis. They have received no compensation from 
the Germans. Yet the Roma were the only other group, 
alongside the Jews, that the Nazis singled out for 
complete annihilation. 

Gypsies and Travellers have lived in Britain for 
hundreds of years. Their numbers are estimated at 
300,000, though precise figures are difficult to come by. 

One group is Romani Gypsies, the descendants of 
migrants from India who first travelled to Europe 
around 1,000 years ago. Because of the lifestyle that 
many Roma adopted, including their mobility and 
preference for self-employment, they were met with 
great hostility for deviating from strict social norms. 

The history of racism and prejudice against Roma 
dates back to the time that their presence in the British 
Isles was first documented at the beginning of the 16th 
century. Many countries in Europe, including England, 
tried to expel them at that time. 

Despite their long history in this country, until 
recently Roma were not even recognised as an ethnic 
group, which meant they could not complain legally 
about discrimination. Romani Gypsies were finally 
confirmed as a distinct ethnic group, entitled to the 
protection of the Race Relations Act, in a test case taken 
by the Commission for Racial Equality in 1989. 

The other main group within the Gypsy and Travellers 


label is Irish Travellers. They have been recognised as an 
ethnic group since 2000 in England and Wales. Their 
presence as a nomadic group with a distinct identity was 
first recorded in Ireland in the 5th century. They first 
came to England in the middle of the 19th century. 

In 1960 the British Government introduced the first 
Caravan Sites Act in order to regulate the use by Gypsy 
travellers of private land. The new laws required 
planning permission and a licence to put caravans on 
land unless it could be shown that the land was an 
“established site”. 

The second Caravan Sites Act of 1968 finally placed a 
duty on local authorities to provide sites for Travellers 
in their areas, but this proved to be a slow process. 
Not enough sites were provided and the movement of 
Travellers became restricted. 

In 1994 the Criminal Justice Act removed the duty of 
local authorities to provide sites and took away 
government grants to build them. Local authorities were 
given increased authority to evict unauthorised 
encampments. Refusing to leave, or returning within 
three months, became a criminal offence. Police and 
local authorities received more power to seize vehicles 
and property. 

It is partly for this reason that there is such a shortage 
of sites for Travellers today. This is one of the main issues 
facing Gypsy and Traveller communities. The lack of 
secure sites feeds deprivation and instability. The repeal 
of the statutory duty to provide sites has resulted in 
great conflict and tension between Travellers and the 
rest of the community. 

Even when councils provide sites, they are often in 
substandard locations that would not be tolerated for 
any other section of society. It is not uncommon 
for Traveller sites to be next to rubbish dumps 
and motorways, and to have poor access to shops and 
other amenities. 

Gypsy groups are among the most deprived and 
excluded in the UK, yet they are not protected by the 
social exclusion unit. A University of Sheffield report on 
The Health Status of Gypsies and Travellers for the 
Department of Health in 2004 found that current plans 
and provisions are not meeting the health needs of 
Gypsy Travellers. “There is now little doubt that health 
inequality between the observed Gypsy Traveller 
population in England and their non-Gypsy 
counterparts is striking, even when compared with 
other socially deprived or excluded groups and with 
other ethnic minorities.” 

The study also noted the excess prevalence of 
miscarriages, stillbirths, neonatal deaths and premature 
death of older offspring among Gypsy Travellers. Infant 
mortality among Traveller groups is twice the national 
average and life expectancy is 10 years less for men and 
12 years less for women than the national average. 

It is not difficult to see why the press and politicians 
target Travellers. It is easy to vilify some of the most 
disadvantaged communities in this country. Most are 
unable to defend themselves and the history of 
prejudice against Travellers ensures that turning their 
presence into an election issue will win votes. If some of 
the recent headlines in The Sun or the Express had been 
about any other ethnic group there would have been 
uproar at the racist sentiments being expressed. This is 
evidence of how much certain sections of the 
population have been dehumanised in this country. 
As the election approaches it is imperative that we retain 
a humanitarian voice and accord all communities the 
respect they deserve. 
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NP leader Nick Griffin is facing trial on 
four counts of using words or behaviour 
intended or likely to incite racial hatred. 
The charges stem from the BBC’s Secret 
Agent programme, shown last July. 

Also accused are Mark Collett and John Tyndall, 
the founder of the BNP. 

The three men were charged when they answered 
bail at Halifax police station on 6 April. Afterwards 
Griffin announced that if he were remanded in 
custody, Simon Darby, the BNP’s West Midlands 
organiser, would take over the leadership. 

Around 400 BNP supporters gathered outside the 
police station. In a new and bizarre twist to BNP 
politics, they recited the Lord’s Prayer. They had 
come from all over Britain, but the sight of Griffin 
arriving in a fortified Land Rover, with grills 
covering every window, must have put off more 
voters than their demonstration hoped to attract. 

The BNP bullyboy tactics, which included 
Yorkshire organiser Nick Cass telling 
ITV News that they did not have 
permission to speak to anyone in 
the crowd, would also have repelled 
voters. The reporter’s exchange 
; with Cass was transmitted on 
— nd national television. 


Griffin, Collett and Tyndall 








AG tas appeared at Leeds Magistrates’ 
% «ee Court the following day where they 
be _ were bailed until 19 May. The 

i trial will be held at Leeds 


i \ | i ~. Crown Court. 
J ie y If convicted, they could 


go to prison for up to seven 
\ years. 
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Griffin (right) 
lines up with 
former 
terrorist Horst 
Mahler (left) 
and NPD 
leader Udo 
Voigt (second 
from left) 


lined up to speak at a nazi rally in eastern 

Germany in March. Although he pulled out at the 
last moment, the National Democratic Party (NPD) had 
already sent out programmes featuring his picture. 

Most of Germany’s leading nazis spoke at the rally 
entitled “Germany will live — National Awakening in the 
21st Century”. The theme of Griffin's talk was to be 
Britain’s “Struggle between Cultures”. 

Other speakers included the Waffen SS veteran Franz 
Schénhuber, now the NPD’s media adviser, and Harald 
Neubauer, a former MEP and member of the outright 
nazi NSDAP-AO, and now co-publisher of the SS- 
founded Nation & Europa. 

Griffin’s billing at the nazi rally was revealed in the 
Daily Mirror on 30 March. Searchlight’s chair, Gerry 
Gable, told the Mirror: “Let people be under no illusions 
who the suave and softly-spoken Mr Griffin is, and who 
his nazi friends are”. 

The BNP said: “Nick was invited to a conference of 
the NPD, who we don't believe are Nazis, but was too 
busy to go”. 

Griffin might have been too engaged in electioneering 
to attend this time but he has been a visitor to NPD 
functions for some years, where he has shared platforms 
with the NPD leader Udo Voigt and two convicted 
terrorists, Horst Mahler and Roberto Fiore. 

Mahler, a lawyer, became prominent in the extreme 
right after a career with the Baader-Meinhof terrorist 
gang in the 1970s, which later became the Red Army 
Faction. Fiore organised the NAR, an armed fascist 
group, in Italy in the 1970s and 1980s. Some of its 
members were responsible for the Bologna railway 


N:: Griffin, the British National Party leader, was 
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station bombing in 1980 in which over 80 people died. 

In August 2002 Griffin attended a festival put on by the 
NPD’s newspaper Deutsche Stimme (German Voice), 
where he was photographed with Voigt and the former 
Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke. Later that month he 
took part in an NPD summer school with Mahler and 
Voigt. In May 2003 Griffin was billed to speak alongside 
Voigt, Fiore and the NPD’s lawyer Jiirgen Rieger, but 
failed to turn up. 

Griffin organised a BNP demonstration outside the 
German embassy when the German government tried 
unsuccessfully to ban the NPD. When Griffin and other 
BNP officers were arrested last December on suspicion 
of causing race hate, the NPD website called for support 
for them. 

Griffin has posed in front of a Battle of Britain Spitfire 
outside the RAF museum in Hendon in a mockery of 
genuine patriotism, but in February his friends in the 
NPD led 7,000 nazis in a march through Dresden on the 
60th anniversary of the Allied bombing of the city. 
Banners referred to the bombing as the real holocaust, a 
genocide and the German Hiroshima. Other slogans 
called the Allies war criminals and promised that the 
day of revenge would come. 

Both the NPD and the BNP have exaggerated the 
numbers killed in the raids on Dresden. Allied and 
German sources put the toll at 21,000 to 31,000, but the 
nazis speak of over 200,000. 

Griffin’s links with Fiore go back to Fiore’s time in exile 
in Britain, a fugitive from Italian justice. Long before 
Griffin joined the BNP, Fiore helped Griffin build 
his Political Soldiers group after it split from the 
National Front. At the time they were running around 
East Anglia in the late 1980s somebody 
desecrated the war graves there of some of 
the 55,000 US flyers who died in the air war 
against the Nazis. 

Britain also lost 55,000 air crew fighting 
the Nazis. The BNP’s relationship with the 
NPD is a stab in the back for our brave war 
dead and insults their memory in this sixtieth 
paniversary year of the defeat of the Nazis. 
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NETHERLANDS 


Anti-refugee party kicked 
into the political margins 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and 
Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


MEMBERS OF AN ultra-right party were left parading in the 
rain after a restaurant cancelled a booking for the launch of 
its 2006 municipal election campaign. Philip Dewinter of 
the extreme-right Viaams Belang had been billed as the 
keynote speaker. 

The Nieuw Rechts (NR) party had hoped to kick off the 
campaign on 6 March under the slogan “Houden van 
Nederland” (Love the Netherlands) at Rotterdam 
restaurant. But two days earlier Anti- Fascist Action told the 
restaurant owner about the background of NR and its 
chairman Michiel Smit and the plug was pulled. 

Smit started out as secretary to Pim Fortuyn, the late 
anti-immigrant populist, in Leefbaar Rotterdam and was 
elected to the city council in 2002. He set up NR after 
being kicked out of Leefbaar Rotterdam because of his 
frequent contacts with the Belgian fascist Viaams Blok (now 
Vlaams Belang) and the Nieuwe Nationale Partij, successor 
to the banned nazi outfit CP’86. 

NR is hostile to the Netherlands’ multicultural society, 
claiming that it will only lead to chaos. Smit and his allies want 
to put electronic tags on refugees who stay in the Netherlands 
and demand a halt to the acceptance of “economic 
refugees”. They even want schools to sing the Dutch national 
anthem and raise the Dutch flag every morning. 

On the nazi Stormfront internet forum, Smit calls for an 
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intensification of anti-refugee activity. “Now nothing is 
happening, the point has to be made how we whites think 
about things. | would start with putting up stickers and 
demonstrating or something like that. ... There is much 
sympathy among the Dutch for this. Harder actions are 
for later.” 

That NR is not the normal decent rightwing party it 
pretends to be is also clear from its dubious contacts. In its 
campaign Nee Tegen Turkije (No to Turkey) NR is working 
with the fascist Nationale Beweging (National Movement), 
the outfit led by Tim Mudde, boss of the fascist hate band 
Brigade M. 

Until now NR has been able to organise activities relatively 
unchallenged in Rotterdam but this time it was turned away 
from the restaurant and, a day later, a hotel. The owners, it 
appears, did not want anything to do with racists. 

Smit and his playmates were so frustrated that they 
spread the false tale that they had changed the date of the 
campaign launch because of a big influx of members. They 
also closed down a debate forum on the NR website to 
avoid a discussion about the reverses. 

On the day that they should have launched their 
campaign, around GO NR members paraded glumly in the 
rain outside the city hall, demanding compensation from 
the restaurant and hotel and attacking the mayor of 
Rotterdam for damaging the NR’s reputation. Mounted 
police protected the city hall. Dewinter — obviously a fair 
weather ally — did not bother to show up, giving a clear 
signal that he does not want to be associated with this kind 
of pathetic performance. 

With Smit and the rest of the NR leadership lying to and 
cheating their own members and going in for foolish stunts, 
NR is putting itself where it belongs, in the margins of 
politics and society. 
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Government in trouble 
over racism and refugees 


From Tor Bach for Monitor and Antifa-Net in Oslo 


THE NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT suffered two 
humiliating setbacks in March. The first was when 
a United Nations committee decided to admit a 
complaint against Norway for violating the Convention 
on Racial Discrimination (CERD). Then the government 
had to recognise that refugees who cannot be 
extradited have a right to food and housing. 

The Jewish communities in Oslo and Trondheim, 
together with the Anti-racist Centre in Oslo, filed 
the complaint with the UN’s CERD committee after the 
Norwegian Supreme Court acquitted Terje Sjolie, 
the leader of the nazi Bootboys, of making 
inflammatory statements about immigrants and Jews 
at a Rudolf Hess memorial march in 2000. 

Among other things Sjolie stated, “Every day 
immigrants rob, rape and kill Norwegians, every 
day our people and country are being plundered and 
destroyed by the Jews, who suck our country empty of 
wealth and replace it with immoral and un-Norwegian 
thoughts”. 

The Norwegian government argued that the 
complaint was inadmissible and that those who 
had filed it were not entitled to do so. However 


Anti- the CERD committee ruled that the 
immigrant government was wrong in all its objections 
Democrats and agreed to hear the complaint. 

leader Vidar One signatory to the complaint was Julius 
Kleppe Paltiel, an Auschwitz survivor and 


spokesman for the Jewish community in 
Trondheim, who at the age of 81 is still a very 
active anti-racist. Last year he gave lectures 
to over 6,000 young people in Norwegian 
schools. Mr Paltiel told Searchlight: “It is 
easy for those who are. not 
discriminated against to ignore 
the problem. The Norwegian 
penal code is obviously not 
clear enough when the 
Supreme Court can acquit 
a man like Sjolie for such 
statements.” 

He said this was why 
they decided to bring 
Norway before the 
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CERD committee. “As things are now, the Norwegian 
Supreme Court has given carte blanche to anyone 
who wants to express outrageous views against 
minorities.” 

A decision on the complaint itself is expected in 
August. A ruling against the Norwegian authorities 
will be of interest to all countries that have ratified 
the CERD. 

The climb-down on refugees followed the withdrawal 
of the right to food and housing in refugee centres 
from asylum seekers denied a residence permit but 
who could not be returned to their alleged home 
countries. 

This inhumane decision by the Conservative 
integration minister Erna Solberg caused uproar among 
human rights groups and anti-racists. Local politicians, 
first in Trondheim and then elsewhere, also protested 
and decided that they would still grant asylum seekers 
food and housing. Ms Solberg then claimed that 
their decision would make Trondheim the largest city 
in Somalia. 

After several tragic cases, including a young 
Pakistani man who killed himself because he 
& could not stand the humiliation of searching 
\ for food in garbage bins, even the anti- 
- immigrant Progress Party, which runs 
_ welfare and social services in Oslo, 
; rebelled at Solberg’s edict and demanded 
that the state take responsibility. 
As public pressure mounted and the mass 
exodus from Somalia to Trondheim failed to 
materialise, Ms Solberg’s attempt to 
undermine basic human 
rights collapsed. Just 
before Easter she had to 
reverse her position and 
announced that’ the 
government would est- 
ablish special centres 
for those _ refugees 
denied food and 
housing. These centres 
would be voluntary and 
refugees would have 








the right to move freely outside. 

Meanwhile the far right parties are looking ahead to 
September’s general election. Vidar Kleppe’s ultra 
rightwing party, the Democrats, has nominated 
Christen Krogvig, the spokesman of the loony hate 
group Forum Against Islamisation, as one of its 
candidates. 

Krogvig is also co-editor of the extremist rag Nation 
og Kultur (Nation and Culture), a tabloid that has 
promoted the annual antisemitic Salem march in 
Sweden. According to the Democrats’ website, 
Krogvig is a member of the party’s programme 
committee and heads its ad hoc advisory committee 
on immigration. 

A troubling factor for anti-racists in Norway at 
present is that some opinion polls indicate that the 
Democrats might capture one or two seats in 
parliament. That would be a major breakthrough for 
the extreme right and would hardly contribute to a 
less poisonous debate on asylum and immigration. 


Klas Lund, the convicted killer who heads the 


_ so-called Swedish Resistance Movement, was 
_ captured in Norway just before Easter. He had 


been on the run from a four-month sentence for 
illegal possession of firearms since last October, 
when he absconded from Sweden’s Mariestad 
prison. 

Seemingly wanting to stay with someone else 
who had experience of prison life, Lund sought 
refuge in the home of Kim Hugo Hansen, a well 
known nazi thug, in the southern Norwegian city 
of Kristiansand. Hansen has gained notoriety for 
a long list of serious offences, including 
violence, and was one of the founders of the nazi 
Bootboys goon squad in Kristiansand in 2000. 
Since then, he has lived a nomadic life between 
Bergen and Kristiansand. | 

Lund himself is quite familiar with life on the 
run. In 1991, while trying to escape justice, he 
was found hiding at the home of Ole Krogstad, a 
nazi convicted of dynamiting the door of Oslo’s 
Immigrant Office. Lund also served a six-year 
sentence for robbery, theft and illegally 


- possessing firearms, when he was a leading 
figure in the infamous Vitt Ariskt -Motstand 
_ (White Aryan Resistance). — 


Today Lund leads the ‘Swedish Resistance 


Movement, while the Norwegian Bootboys, 


sometimes known as the Booze Boys, have 


| changed their name to Norwegian Resistance 
_ Movement, joining forces with their Swedish co- 
| "thinkers”. 


The police in preuergen armed —. 








Court rejects civil courage 
and frees nazi killer 





Helmut 
Sackers: his 
nazi killer 
goes 
unpunished 





From Bella Schneider for 
Antifaschistisches Infoblatt and 
Antifa-Net in Berlin 


A NAZI SKINHEAD who stabbed a 
pensioner to death five years ago 
has again been acquitted at the end 
of seven months of appeal hearings 
in Halle. The verdict on 4 April was 
given on the grounds that Andreas 
Schlemmermeyer had acted in self- 
defence, even though “excessively”. 

Helmut Sackers, 60, was killed on 
29 April 2000 after a row over nazi 
music being played loudly in the 
block of flats where he and his 
partner, Heide Dannenberg, lived in 
Halberstadt, a small town in 
Sachsen-Anhalt. On the fatal 
evening, Sackers had made a 999 
call to the police at 22.00 in which he was recorded 
saying: “They are playing Nazi songs here, the Horst 
Wessel song really loud”. A police officer promised to 
“look into it”. An hour later he had bled to death from 
four deep knife wounds. 

Any discussion of a right-wing extremist motive for 
the killing was overwhelmed by argument about 
whether Schlemmermeyer had acted in self-defence 
during his original trial in December 2000 in 
Magdeburg. This was despite the fact that a police 
search of Schlemmermeyer’s flat uncovered more than 
90 right-wing extremist CDs, current propaganda 
material of the illegal Blood and Honour organisation 
and videos urging the murder of political opponents. 

In July 2001, the federal High Court rescinded 
Schlemmermeyer’s original acquittal because of 
procedural errors after Sackers’s family lodged an 
appeal. Now he again walks free. The prosecution had 
called for a sentence of six and a half years if he 
had been convicted of malicious wounding with lethal 
consequences. 

For Ms Dannenberg the issue is no longer the measure 
of punishment. She is much more concerned to ensure 
that her partner “did not die completely in vain” for 
doing what everybody talks about, namely showing civil 
courage and standing up against rightwing extremist 
activities. For doing so, he paid with his life. 

This case may still not be over because the public 
prosecutor's office in Halle has lodged a new appeal 
against Schlemmermeyer’s acquittal. The court 
decisions so far have now assumed such national 
notoriety that Wolfgang Thierse, the president of the 
federal German parliament, the Bundestag, told the 
quality Berlin daily Der Tagesspiegel that he regarded the 
latest verdict as “scandalous” and criticised “the peculiar 
view of civil courage” held by the court. 
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Zhirinovsky sparks 
Duma punch-up 


From Jean Raymond for 
_ Antifa-Net in Moscow 


VLADIMIR ZHIRINOVSKY, leader 
of the misnamed Liberal 
Democratic Party of Russia 
(LDPR), showed again that he is 
no more than a thug when he 
started a brawl in the Russian 
parliament, the Duma. 

He was protesting against 
what he considered to be rigged 
election results in the Nenets 
Republic, where his party came 
in last behind Russian Unity, 
the right-wing Rodina bloc 
and the Communist Party. He also diiected toa 
report by a Rodina MP. 

“Our candidates were threatened,” screamed 
Zhirinovsky before setting about his opponent, 
a move that descended into a full-scale mass 
punch-up between two dozen rival LDPR and 
Rodina MPs. 

This is not the first such disturbance. During 
the last parliamentary election campaign 
Zhirinovsky threw a jug of water at an opponent 
during a live TV broadcast. 

As a punishment, the clownish Zhirinovsky has 
lost his coveted position as vice-president of the 
Duma and could yet be banned from addressing 
the assembly for a month. None of this has 
prevented the buffoon from telling a press 
conference, on the occasion of the fifteenth 
anniversary of the LDPR’s foundation, that he is 
“the most popular person on earth” and that the 
LDPR is “the most popular party on earth”. 

The Russian government is obsessed by the 
possibility - extremely unlikely — of losing 
power in an “Orange Revolution” as in the 
Ukraine, and is doing its utmost to prevent it. To 
this end a key Kremlin official met Russian rock 
stars to enlist their support in the event of a 
popular upsurge. 

In addition, a movement that the Kremlin 
describes as anti-fascist has been set up to 
organise football fans from Russia’s biggest 
clubs into giving active (and violent) support 
to President Viadimir Putin. Its objective is to 
undermine any anti-Putin movements that might 
surface and to fight Edouard Limonov’s National 
Bolshevik Party (NBP). 

Its sudden appearance has caused havoc in the 
NBP’s Moscow headquarters. The party is being 
accused of everything under the sun to the 
extent that Pravda on 23 March claimed it would 
be receiving the support of Boris Beresovsky, the 
financial oligarch and sworn enemy of Putin. 








Anti-fascists expose 





far right takeover plot 


From Mikael Ekman for Expo and Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


THE FAR-RIGHT Sweden Democrats (SD) are working 
together with multimillionaire Carl Lundstr6m and 
central figures in the racist scene to hijack the Swedish 
Taxpayers’ Association. Searchlight’s sister magazine 
Expo has obtained copies of email correspondence 
between the plotters, which has revealed the full extent 
of the SD’s sinister plans. 

Kenneth Sandberg, an SD board member, stated in 
one email, “For the time being we keep the plans 
regarding the Swedish Taxpayers’ Association — the most 
concrete parts which deal with the takeover — in a small 
group. This is to minimise the risks of a ‘leak’ that would 
give the present board a chance to countermobilise.” 

The takeover plot was concocted by Lundstrém with 
Ingrid Bjérkman and Karl Johan Lidefelt. Bjrkman is a 
founder of a xenophobic network misleadingly named 
the Association for National and International 
Development. Lidefelt is a central figure in another 
racist outfit, the so-called People’s Will and Mass 
Immigration. 

These three unwholesome characters contacted 
Sandberg who welcomed the takeover proposal and sent 
a message boasting about his “many telephone calls 
with the trio” to fellow SD party executive members. 
The message made four suggestions on how they could 
obtain a majority within the association and said their 
main aim was “to transform the Swedish Taxpayers’ 
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Association into a useful means for our battle”. What the 
SD means is that it wants to use the Taxpayers to claim 
that Sweden would have lower taxes if it did not accept 
immigrants and refugees. 

Lundstr6ém has acted as a sounding board and 
financier for the SD’s coup plans. On 16 January, 
Sandberg wrote to ask him about the rules for the 
annual meeting. Two days later, Lundstrém’s reply 
warned that the Taxpayers are “cunning” and “paranoid” 
and had tried to prevent suspected opponents from 
attending their meetings. 

The SD is hoping to mobilise about 100 people in 
order to get a majority at the Taxpayers’ 
annual meeting. Financial help from 
Lundstr6ém, Bjérkman and _Lidefelt, 
estimated at SEK 8,000 (£780), will partly 
pay the membership fees of SD activists 
who join the association. 

In the documents obtained by 
Expo, the SD and their fellow 
conspirators emphasise the 
importance of keeping their 
plans secret, revealing a clear 
anxiety that the Taxpayers will 
take countermeasures. In one 
message, Lundstrom writes, “They 
will probably make Google searches on 
all new members in March. If they find 
anything about anybody, it will be used to 
mobilise the MUF [Conservative Party Youth 
League].” 

Sandberg shares Lundstrém’s concern 
but urges that SD members should be told 
about the takeover plan and encouraged 
to join the Taxpayers. “Successively we 
will inform more and more of our 
members at our meetings about our 
ambition to ‘transform SF into a useful 
means for our battle’, without revealing in 
detail how the coup will be performed.” 
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Kenneth Sandberg, one of the main Sweden Democrat 
participants in the plot to take over the Swedish 
Taxpayers organisation. Poto: Richard Slatt/Expo 
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Vienna shouldn't be 
istanbul says FPO hopeful 


From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


THE TIMES THEY are a-changing in Austria, it seems. In the 
autumn of 1999 the right-wing extremist Freedom Party 
(FPO) polled 27% in national elections and became 
Austria’s second party. 

Led by Jorg Haider, the FPO duly became part of a right- 
wing coalition under the conservative chancellor Wolfgang 
Schussel and, as a result, 14 European Union states took 
punitive measures against the Austrian government. 

Five years later, every election — except in Carinthia, 
Haider’s stronghold — has resulted in heavy FPO losses. 
The next local elections will be in Styria in autumn and 
pollsters predict another serious reverse for the FPO. 

The FPO is now in disarray and its branch in Haider’s 
Carinthian lair has gone as far as to kick out its only MEP 
the ultra-rigntwing Andreas Molzer. The party is selling this 
move to foreign journalists as a decision “to orient itself in 
a new direction on all levels” but in Austria it is denying any 
new ideological orientation. 

The far rightists in the FPO, once Haider’s most fervent 
supporters, have grown increasingly disenchanted with the 
party’s role as a very junior partner in a conservative 
government and are upset that Haider, their erstwhile idol, 
has refrained recently from making insulting comments 
about foreigners and mocking Jews. 

Molzer’s real crime, it appears, was to make fun in 
public of Haider’s sister, Ursula Haubner, the nominal 
leader of the FPO, by accusing her of having a backbone 
like a garden hose. He also dared to suggest that 35- 
year-old Heinz-Christian Strache, the FPO’s leader in 
Vienna, should lead the party because Haider, 55, is too 
old for the job. 

Strache, a dental technician, acquired notoriety in 
Austria when he challenged an acquaintance to a sabre 
duel. He opted for this antiquated solution to conflict 
because he has never been to university but craves 
recognition by the rightwing, sabre-rattling student 
fraternities, the Burschenschaften, 

Already, the ambitious Strache is making his mark on 
Vienna by plastering the city with big posters bearing his 
picture and the words “Vienna shouldn't be Istanbul” and 
“he says what the Viennese think”. 

Elections for the Vienna city parliament will take place at 
the latest in a year’s time. In 2001 the Social-Democrats, 
Greens, Liberal Forum and Communists together took 63% 
of the vote, although the Liberal Forum and Communists 
did not pass the threshold for representation. 

Opinion polls currently show support for the Social 
Democrats and Greens running at around 75%. If that is 
reflected in the election, we will know what Viennese 
people really think and it will not be what Strache thinks. 
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An alliance for 
Haider’s future 


A comment by Karl Pfeifer 


It is hard to write political satire in Austria because 
the political reality of the Alpine republic surpasses 
anything a writer could imagine possible, as the 
latest pantomime surrounding the right-wing 
extremist leader Jorg Haider shows. 

In 1986, Haider took over the FPO, a party that 
had 6% of the vote. By 1999 he had pushed its 
support up to 27%. But “the Lord giveth and the Lord 
taketh away” - especially the FPO’s vote since the 
party entered government in 2000. 

On 4 April, Haider, his sister Ursula Haubner, who 
also happens to be Minister of Health, and Austria’s 
vice-chancellor Hubert Gorbach called — just in time 
for the evening papers - a press conference to 
announce that they had just founded a new party, 
the Bindnis Zunkunft Osterreichs (Alliance for 
Austria’s Future). 

The new party’s colour will be orange instead of 
the FPO’s blue, but the BZO will be a party without 
any declared ideology except the leader cult. 
Haubner naturally has resigned as nominal leader of 
the FPO, which will be left with considerable debts in 
the wake of Haider’s “I quit” decision. 

It is hard to predict the future of the BZO, whose 
only principle is to stay in government and 
parliament with Haider as leader. Haider used the 
word anfuihren in connection with his leadership of 
the BZO, a word which piquantly has a double 
meaning: to lead a party or more colloquially to lead 
up the garden path. 

One thing is sure, the FPO has been badly 
damaged. Bertholt Brecht once said: “If the 
government is dissatisfied with the people it should 
choose a new one”. By launching the BZO Haider and 
co appear to have made this aphorism a reality. 

Haider had a young and explicitly extreme 
rightwing rival in Heinz-Christian Strache, who 
threatened to challenge him for the leadership. 
Haider was scared of losing such a contest and, 
according to Strache, cut a deal with him in March 
under which Haider would be chairman and Strache 
general secretary in a new party. Haider did not keep 
his word, leaving Strache marooned but now in the 
camp of Andreas Molzer. 

Chancellor Wolfgang Schissel and his conservative 
OvP party have decided to continue in coalition with 
the chaotic bunch around Haider until the autumn 
2006 elections, after securing a guarantee that they 
will behave themselves during Austria’s coming term 
of presidency of the European Union. 
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Minutemen 


on the Arizona 
Border 


By Leonard Zeskind for 
IREHR and Antifa-Net 


BANDS OF WHITE MEN have posted themselves along a 
20-mile stretch of the Arizona boundary with Mexico, 
saying they will nab any “illegal aliens” trying to cross the 
desert in search of a job. Organisers call it the “Minuteman 
Project” and said they would spend the entire month of 
April on the border as a protest against lax government 
immigration policies and policing. President Bush, who 
hopes to implement a new guest worker plan with limited 
provision for amnesty, told the press that the so-called 
Minutemen were actually “vigilantes”. By contrast, a 
significant bloc of congressmen oppose Bush's guest 
worker and amnesty proposal. And Republican 
Representative Tom Tancredo from Colorado told the 
border patrollers he considers them “American heroes’. 

Klan groups and other white nationalists have opposed 
brown-skinned immigrants since before Aryan Nations 
published a three-colour map purporting to show an 
“invasion” from Mexico. Slightly more respectable 
conservatives have pushed this issue as well and Pat 
Buchanan made it a central part of his campaigns for the 
Republican nomination in 1992 and 1996. In a spectacular 
act of purposeful ignorance, some have argued that a 
European gene pool created American civilisation and 
that immigrants will forever pollute it. Buchanan in 
particular claimed that the changing demographic 
character of the population, in which white people will 
become a minority in a country of minorities, will forever 
doom the United States. Although not baldly put, these are 
racist notions, white nationalist in content and character. 

Sometimes economics, rather than race, are cited as a 
justification for opposing immigrants. A punitive 
California ballot measure, Proposition 187, passed 
overwhelmingly in 1994, aimed at the so-called costs of 
providing health care and education to undocumented 
workers. Although the Supreme Court later struck down 
its most important provisions as unconstitutional, 
agitation, lawsuits and legislation have continued to 
mushroom in the years since. After the terror attacks of 
11 September 2001, “national security” was added to the 
menu of reasons to oppose immigrants. 

After a wall was built to seal the border between 
California and Mexico, the major immigration routes 
moved to Arizona, turning it into a battleground state. 
The Arizona desert is a bleak and forbidding crossing 
point. The Tucson-based group Derechos Humanos 
counted 22 deaths in the desert during 2004, 





several from hypothermia, but 
others from gunshot wounds or 
causes marked “undetermined”. 
It estimates that over 3,000 
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migrants have died from various 
causes trying to get into the 
United States since the 1990s. 
Last year Arizonans voted 
overwhelmingly for a proposal, 
much like California’s 187, 
aimed at ending social services 
for undocumented residents. 
And now the Minuteman Project 
turns from ballots to boots. 

Organiser Jim Gilchrest, a 
retired accountant from 
California, said that 1,000 
volunteers, including 30 private 
aircraft, would show up for Minuteman border duty and 
some of the watchers would carry weapons. Arizona law 
allows guns to be carried openly and several volunteers 
have indeed been spotted with side arms strapped to 
their legs, old West style. As events unfolded on 1 April, 
however, Gilchrist’s claims proved to be grossly 
exaggerated, according to newspaper reports. At most, 
200 showed up for orientation on the ins-and-outs of 
watching the border. (Each watcher had to pay their 
own costs, estimated at between US$1,200 and $3,500 
(£640 to £1,860), so costs may have kept some away.) 
They were met by determined counter-protests by 
human rights activists, and the American Civil Liberties 
Union pledged to keep its own monitors on hand to 
watch for abuses by the Minutemen. 

As Searchlight goes to press, the Minutemen have 
succeeded in becoming a nuisance, tripping off sensors 
in the desert and forcing the official Border Patrol to 
respond to numbers of false alarms. Nevertheless, even 
if Gilchrest’s army tires early and goes home, they will 
have succeeded. The prospect of hundreds of armed 
white vigilantes patrolling the Arizona desert hastened 
the dispatch of an additional 200 government Border 
Patrol Agents to the area. Reporters flocked thicker than 
thistles on a cactus, broadcasting the anti-immigrant 
message to France, Australia and certainly Washington 
DC. And Congressman Tancredo showed up on the first 
day to bless the entire endeavour. 

While the most concentrated activity this month is in 
Arizona, anti-immigrant fever has become a national 
phenomenon. In the addition to the dozens of think 
tanks, publications and grass roots coalitions, a bloc of 
anti-immigrant congressmen has formed a caucus with 
at least 65 members of the House of Representative. 
Since 1 January, legislation has been introduced in 
North Carolina modelled on Arizona’s Proposition 200 
and Coloradans have announced a similar initiative. 
Both Texas and Kansas activists are challenging 
legislation that enables the children of undocumented 
immigrants to receive in-state college tuition rates. 

Attention will shift to Capitol Hill at the end of April 
when Congress is set to consider tough anti-immigrant 
regulations inserted in the budget. President Bush 
might then be faced with a difficult choice: either sign 
off these measures, which he now opposes, or fight 
other Republicans for control of immigration policy. 
The Federation for American Immigration Reform (FAIR) 
says it will bring hundreds to lobby their representatives 
during this debate to stiffen the anti-Bush, anti-immigrant 
bloc of Republicans. It promises to be a nasty horse race 
with no good bets. 
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Voters 
overwhelmingly 
reject fascist 
fraudsters 


Alfio Bernabei 


THE FAR RIGHT fared badly at last month’s regional 
elections in spite of a massive media campaign 
mounted by Alessandra Mussolini, the Duce’s 
granddaughter, who trades on the dictator’s family 
name to spearhead the advance of fascists. 

A few weeks before the start of the election 
campaign she grabbed headlines nationwide when 
she went on a “hunger strike”. Surrounded by her 
fascist cronies, she claimed she was being excluded 
unfairly from taking part in the elections in the Lazio 
region, which includes Rome. 

The fact is that her party, Alternativa Sociale, had 
breached electoral regulations. In order to qualify to 
take part, Alternativa Sociale had to submit 3,500 
signatures to the electoral council. Officials from the 
rival Alleanza Nazionale decided to hack their way 
into official registers to verify whether all the 
signatures were genuine. After finding that some 
were fake they called on the electoral commission to 
intervene. Mussolini claimed she was_ being 
victimised. 

When the commission did indeed confirm that 
some of the signatures were fraudulent and barred 
Alternativa Sociale from the elections, she promptly 
appealed to the State Council. At the same time, 
seeing an excellent opportunity for free publicity, she 
went on hunger strike while waiting for the verdict. 
She then dramatised her role of the disenfranchised 
fascist by moving into a caravan opposite the State 
Council to make herself more visible to the crowds 
and of course the press. 

This was enough to secure massive coverage for 
several days in news bulletins and the national 
press. Even lItaly’s few remaining leftwing 
newspapers were moved to treat her as a martyr. 
She could neither wash her hair nor get changed in 
the crammed caravan. Italy’s leading daily Corriere 
della Sera assigned a reporter to look into her “new 
look” of jumpers, jeans and trainers. Representatives 
of the leftwing parties claimed that without Mussolini 
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being able to participate in the elections Italy’s basic 


democratic principles would be undermined. After a 
few days the State Council reversed the decision. 

In the midst of this revolting hullabaloo that says 
much about the nonchalance with which the Italian 
media deal with the threat posed by the far right, few 
commentators bothered to notice that Alternativa 
Sociale is made up of fascists and that Mussolini’s 
supporters include some former terrorists. Among 
the parties that have come under the Alternativa 
Sociale umbrella are Roberto Fiore’s Forza Nuova, 
Luca Romagnoli’s Fiamma Tricolore and Adriano 
Tilgher’s Fronte Sociale Nazionale. The press in 
general were far more interested in the fact that 
among those who phoned to support Mussolini was 
her “auntie Sophia”, the actress Sophia Loren. 

Alternativa Sociale did indeed manage to put up 
candidates in each of the 14 regions taking part in 
the elections. But in spite of the massive free 
publicity the results were disappointing. It got 
406,835 votes, a national average of 1.64%. 
Although this represents a slight improvement over 
the 1.20% the party received at the 2004 European 
elections, which gave Mussolini and Romagnoli a 
seat each in the European Parliament, it fell well 
below the 3% Mussolini was hoping for. The only 
Alternativa Sociale candidate who won 3% was in 
Lodi, northern Italy. Otherwise the best result was 
Mussolini’s own 1.9% in Lazio. Romagnoli obtained 
1.5% in nearby Umbria. As a candidate in the 
Basilicata region of southern Italy, Fiore will have to 
wait to know his verdict as elections there were 
postponed. 

One of the worst results for Alternativa Sociale 
was 0.5% obtained in the southern region of 
Puglia following its fiercely homophobic campaign 
staged in the hope of damaging the chances of the 
leftwing candidate Niki Vendola, a communist, who is 
openly gay. 

Contrary to expectations Vendola beat his 
rightwing opponent to become regional president. 
This dramatic victory was taken by political analysts 
as indicative of a wind of change that brought about 
a thrashing for the parties in Silvio Berlusconi’s 
coalition government gathered under the umbrella of 
Casa delle Liberta (House of Liberties). 

The votes for Casa delle Liberta fell nearly 
everywhere. Losses were particularly severe for 
Berlusconi’s party Forza Italia. Alleanza Nazionale, 
the party of the former blackshirt Gianfranco Fini, 
now Foreign Minister, suffered a particularly serious 
defeat in Lazio which its key representative, the 
fascist sympathiser Francesco Storace, had run for 
many years. 

The centre-left opposition, made up of several 
parties gathered under the Unione umbrella and led 
by the former President of the European Commission 
Romano Prodi, got 54%, a swing of nearly 10% since 
the last general election of 2001. If its support holds 
up, it could replace Berlusconi’s government at next 
year’s general election. 

This would, it is hoped, bring under control the 
trend towards government sponsored fascist 
revisionism that has so encouraged the far right over 
the past few years. But even among the opposition, 
not everybody seems to realise the dangers of taking 
a cavalier attitude towards the neofascists still 
active in Fini’s Alleanza Nazionale and those more 
brazenly fascist in Alternativa Sociale. 


From the archives 





20 years ago 
May 1985 


German nazi 
suicide 


SEARCHLIGHT 


A German nazi arrested in 
Britain and extradited, killed 
himself in his cell shortly after 
being convicted of terrorist 
offences last month. 

Walter Kexel, an activist 
from Frankfurt, was arrested a 
year ago at the Dorset home 
of Britain’s nazi paramilitary 
godfather lan Souter 
Clarence. Also arrested was 
Uncle Tillman, along with 
Kexel wanted by West 
German police for a series of 





“The Government have considered 
the release of any papers 
relating to Klaus Barbie... 
and have concluded that 
because of the sensitive nature 

. they cannot be released” 
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bomb attacks on American 
military targets in West Germany. 

Following their extradition they joined three more of their comrades on 
trial in Germany where they received stiff prison sentences — in Kexel’s case, 
fourteen years. The day after being sentenced, he was found hanged in his 
prison cell 

Kexel had been active in a number of nazi organisations including the 
Hoffman Group and the German People’s Socialist Movement (VSBD) led 
by Wilhelm Busse. Both groups have been implicated in terrorist campaigns. 
He was also involved with a small Frankfurt based nazi commando called 
Storm 7, where one of the leading lights was paramilitary instructor and 
League of St George contact man Arndt Heinz Marx. 





10 years ago 
May 1995 


Labour council 
rides roughshod 
over Gypsies 


The National Sociale | 


Gypsies will be forced to leave 
their home at Morfa, Llanelli, 
where they have lived for 30 
years. They are to be resettled 
in a new site at Bynea, 
described as a “ghetto”. 

The Bynea site is close 
to the railway line, main 
roads and a sewage farm. 
The 90 Gypsy Travellers face 
disruption to their children’s 
education and the sick and 


BRITISH NAZIS PLAN 
WHITE HOMELAND elderly will have to change 
doctors. 


The Labour-controlled council wants the Morfa site for a multimillion 
pound development of a golf course and housing. 

Councillor Keith Evans said that the council should be upgrading 
conditions at the Morfa site, rather than creating a Gypsy ghetto at Bynea. 
He said that Gypsies are forced to live in third world conditions. 
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1945 was a victory won by the extraordinary heroism of ordinary ? 
people, a defeat for a politics that begins with hate your neighbour é 
and ends in gas chambers. Today the fascists’ blackshirts 
have been swapped for suits, but the danger hasn't changed. 
Our shirt reminds them we haven't forgotten. 
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VE Day 60th anniversary 
ag 


VE Day 
celebrations 
in Stepney 
where 
children 
celebrated 
victory round 
a bonfire fed 
with timbers 
from 
surrounding 
bomb- 
wrecked 
buildings 
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Nobody will be able to escape the fact 
that this month marks 60 years since 
the European part of the Second World 
War ended. Commemorations will be 
televised, documentaries will show 
grainy footage of Spitfires and 
broadcast the sound of ground-based 
ack-ack guns firing at German 
Messerschmitts. Newspapers and 
magazines will have articles about what 
it was like to live with rationing, and 
how the British people pulled together 
during the Nazi bombing raids. 


By Steve Silver 
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n the midst of all the official pomp and ceremony, 
_ we should be in no doubt that the Second World War 
| was a war against fascism. In fact the anti-fascist 
war started a few years earlier with the Spanish Civil 
War (1936-39) when the movement sent cadres from 
many countries to form the International Brigades in an 
unsuccessful attempt to help save Spain's broad Popular 
Front government from a right-wing military insurgency. 
The intervention of Germany (and Italy) by sending its 
airborne Condor Legion to bomb civilians in places such 
as Guernica marked a new frightening phase in modern 
warfare and helped ensure that the Spanish Republic 
would fall. 

Only 20 years after the pointless slaughter of “the war 
to end all wars” — the First World War - Nazism brought 
humanity to the abyss using the most modern 
technology to commit crimes of medieval barbarism. 
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